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	President's NIH Visit Lifts 1989-The Year in Review at NIH .
	Spirits of Patients, Stan 
	By Rich McMa11 11s 
	President Bush's 90-minute visit to the NIH campus three days before Christmas left patients and caregivers with a strong impression of the genuine concern and compassion that he, his family and administration have for people with AIDS and their loved ones. 
	Joined by his wife Barbara, their son George Jr., and DHHS secretary Dr. Louis Sullivan and his wife, Ginger, the president received briefings on AIDS research from top NIH authorities then spenr time with both adult and pediatTic AIDS patients, urging them to rell him their problems. 
	'Two things struck me about the president's visit," said Dr. Anthony Fauci. NIAID director and NIH associ­ate director for AIDS research. "First, it publicly confirms what we've all known-that the president is a strong supporter of NfH, particularly of its intramural program here in Bethesda. 
	(See Visit p. 2) 
	Figure
	Lorrmne Lamar watches as her son Austil, an AIDS patient, gives President Bush a kiss during his visit to Mii. The President exchanged gilts and holday greetings With both adult and pediatric AIDS patients here. (Photo rrom Wide World Photos> 
	By Di: William F. Raub 
	Technological advances of the past 15 years have enabled biomedical scientists to progress at unprecedented speed. This rate should continue to increase as the concepts and methods of struccural biology. immunology, and molecular genetics find ever-wider application. 
	During 1989. NlH intramural scientists and awardees scored major successes. For example. a team from the National Cancer Instit11te and the National Hearl, Lung, and Blood Institute transferred cells containing foreign genes into humans for the first time. This use of a tracer gene is a major step toward gene therapy in humans. 
	In another elegant blend of immunol­ogy and molecular geneLics, scienlisr.s at the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases used a rat model to clone the gene for the last subunit of the IgE receptor-which plays a central role in initiating allergic reactions-and deLermined the recep­tor's complete structure. They then developed a rat-human chimeric tissue culture system that expressed lgE­binding properties characteristic of receptors on normal human cells. This system can now 
	A high point of 1he year was the identification or the cystic fibrosis gene by grantees of the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases and NHLBI. Once the precise function of the protein encoded by the CF gene is determined, prospects for developing drugs that can be designed to correct the defect wi ll be enhanced significantly. Eventually it may be possible to develop a way to correct the 
	Figure
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	gene itself and thus prevent or cure the disease. 
	A technique thaL has revolutionized molecular genetics is the polymerase chain reaction (PCR). which can be used to isolate and make large amounts of a desired piece of DNA in a few 
	(See Review p. 18) 
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	Second. it was an excellent example of the presidenr's empathy and compassion for all AIDS patienis. whether Lhey're children or adults. 
	·'He sent a strong signal." Fauci continued. '"thai he fully understands that the virus is the enemy, not the people who have the disease.'' 
	Particularly moving was Bush's participation in a support group meeting for adults with AIDS on the I I th floor of the Clinical Center. 
	" The discussion was very open and frank," Fauci recalls. "The president wanted to hear from all of the patients, not just the few who spoke up at first. It wasn't just a quick photo opportunity where he came in. shook hands then left. He asked appropriate questions and insisted on hearing from everybody. Even when his staff told him it was time to leave, he wanted to stay and listen to their problems. 
	·The men themselves were greatly moved by the obvious compassion of the president.'' he added. 'The exchange was full of wam1th." 
	Fauci, who has twice demurred from Bush's entreaties to become the next 
	Figure
	The li'st lady eqoys her meetilg With a young patient (Photo COll'tesy Of the White House) 

	Figure
	NCI director Dr. Samuel Broder (I) briefs the president and first lady on the latest AIDS reseai'Ch advlllC88. l..ookilg on are Dr. Anthony Fauci (c) and DlllS seaoetary Dr. Lotis SUiivan (r). (Photo courtesy of the White House) 
	NCI director Dr. Samuel Broder (I) briefs the president and first lady on the latest AIDS reseai'Ch advlllC88. l..ookilg on are Dr. Anthony Fauci (c) and DlllS seaoetary Dr. Lotis SUiivan (r). (Photo courtesy of the White House) 


	NIH director. spoke with the president about recent research advances against AIDS; also offering updates were NCI direct0r Dr. Samuel Broder and Dr. Philip Pizzo. whose NCI Pediatric Branch cares for youngsters with AIDS. 
	NIH director. spoke with the president about recent research advances against AIDS; also offering updates were NCI direct0r Dr. Samuel Broder and Dr. Philip Pizzo. whose NCI Pediatric Branch cares for youngsters with AIDS. 
	The president publicly declared that Fauci was one of his modern-day heroes during the campaign that landed him in the White House. Fauci confirmed that Bush continues to tap him for opinions on federal biomedical research. 
	··on the occasions that we meet he always asks me. 'Do you have enough (budget)?' and I tell him that, relatively speaking. yes. we do get a very gener­ous share. But a greater pool (of funds) is needed for all of biomedical research. not just AIDS. I told him that scientific opportunities outstrip available re­sources at the moment. It's not that the amount of money is not substantial, but when he asks if we could do more good things for people if we had more money. my answer is. 'Definitely.'" 
	Bush addressed a packed M asur Auditorium aud1ence after his AIDS briefings. 
	'Two years ago in 1his very building. I met a person with AIDS who spoke of his prolonged suffering:· said the president. "And I 've just come from two more meetings-one with a patients' support group and the other a family support group. And both reminded me of the need for compas­sion and understanding." 
	He defined understanding as "edu­cating Americans who don ·t want to help. don't wan1 to become involved because of a misplaced fear. They're afraid of holding an AIDS patient because they're frightened of gelling AIDS. Barbara and I want to say. and we hope we can continue to demon­strate this. they are wrong. They're simply uninfom1ed.'' 
	The president said N IH employees embody "all year round" the compas­sion and understanding that characterize the Christmas season. 
	"Too often we forget the true mes­sage of this time of year-that justice and kindness can indeed foster goodwill toward all. You know that message," he concluded. ''You live that message.'' 
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