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	Varmus Delivers 1996 Harvard Commencement Address 
	Full text ofaddress: 
	Mr. President, alumni, graduates, parents, friends: 
	Many members of today's graduating class reacted to the news that I would give this year's Commencement Address, just as I did: with surprise. The Harvard Crimson recorded some undergraduate responses: ''Who is he?" "Wow, that's boring. Everyone else got someone exciting." Edjtorials1 criticized the process by which "Dr. Who" was selected. I was featured in entertainjng cartoons, something that hasn' t happened during three years in Washington. I may never be this famous again. 
	(See Varmus p. 74) 
	(See Varmus p. 74) 

	Congress Supports NIH Funding Level 
	In the face of balanced budgets, 
	deficit reduction, govemment shut­(Photo courtesy, Kris SnibbeVlarvard News Office) .downs and gloomy forecasrs, the NIH .emerged from the 1996 budget battles with a 5.7 percent increase over 1995. .
	Members Enjoy Annual .

	In This Issue Page
	In spite of tJ1e same fiscal pressures, NIH may benefit again in 1997 from 
	Meeting in June 

	Research Festival '96 schedule 0111101111ced; 
	the strnng support of Congress with an The annual membership meeting of
	includes NIDR a/11m11i symposium 3 
	includes NIDR a/11m11i symposium 3 

	increase well above that requested by the Nil-1 Alumni Association was held the President (see chart on p. 2). Calendar 5 at the Mary Woodard Lasker Center on The President's fiscal year 1997 June 15, 1996. About 75 members and 
	Newsfrom and about Nlr!AA members 
	request for NU-I provides an increase of guests attended, including NIH d.irector 
	and foreign chapters 6 
	and foreign chapters 6 

	4.2 percent over the 1996 level. In Dr. Harold Vannus. large part, the difference in funding is DRG celebrates 50th anniversary 10 The hjghlig,ht of the meeting was the due to tJ1e inclusion of $310 million for presentation of NIHAA 's 1996 Public 
	NIH informmion: dial direct or fry the net 12 Service Award to Florence Mahoney. 
	NIH to finance ilie construction of a This award was given in recognition of
	new Clinical Research Center on its 
	Science Research Updates 18 
	Bethesda campus. her uruque and sustained role in stimu­
	Under federal regulations, all funds lating support for tJ1e programs of NIH. for a federal construction project must ln making the award presentation on be identified and requested in one lump behalf of NIHAA, Dr. Richard Hodes, sum. However, the Congress has director of the National Instirute 
	NIH Notes 19 
	NIH Retrospectil'es 23 

	(See Budget p. 2) (See A nnual Meeting p. I 1) 
	Figure
	1996 Harvard commencement speaker Dr. Harold E. Varmus is applauded by Dean Jeremy Knowles after delivering his speech on June 6, 1996. Varmus also received an honorary degree as a "Literate laureate whose research has deepened our understanding of genetics and disease; a brilliant and energetic marshal in the campaign for better human health." 
	1996 Harvard commencement speaker Dr. Harold E. Varmus is applauded by Dean Jeremy Knowles after delivering his speech on June 6, 1996. Varmus also received an honorary degree as a "Literate laureate whose research has deepened our understanding of genetics and disease; a brilliant and energetic marshal in the campaign for better human health." 


	N I H A A UPDATE .
	N I H A A UPDATE .
	Budget(continued.fi·om p. 1) 
	expressed some reservations about fol­lowing this approach and may choose to allocate funds for the new clinical center over several years. 
	Depending on the outcome of House and Senate negotiations regarding fund­ing for the Clinical Research Center, as much as $200 million could be given to other funding mechanisms, including research project grants. In addition, the House has indicated the intent to pro­vide a 6.9 percent increase for NIH, adding another $300 million to the President's request. 
	This level of support from Congress signals st1·ong bipartisan affinnation of the federaJ role in funding medical research. Rep. John Porter (R-Lll.), who chairs the House appropriations subcommittee that has jurisdiction over NIH, urged the scientific community to 
	FY 1996 
	FY 1996 
	Es1imate 
	NCI $2.254,95 1 .NHLBJ 1,351,440 .NIDR 183,478 .NlDDK 768.530 .NINDS 683,553 .Nl AfD 1.17 1.168 .NTGMS 944.409 .NICHD 593,104 .NE! 313,109 .NlEHS 287,6 14 .NIA 453,520 .NIAMS 244,058 .NlDCD 175,9 12 .NJMH 659,981 .NIDA 458,288 .NIAAA 198,593 .NfNR 55,676 .NCRR 389,429 .NCHGR 169,3 11 .FIC 25,284 .NLM 140,563 .OD 259.440 .B&F 146,151 .
	TOTALS $11,927.562 
	Source: OFM.NIH 

	become more active in educating the public and policy makers about the importance of research. 
	At a hearing of Nobel laureates in February 1995, Porter remarked, "T believe that if the message is heard very loudly and strongly in our society of what bas and can be accompUshed, that as a priority. biomedical research will stand at the very top of the list The question is whether that message is being heard or not." 
	The final decisions on the FY97 bud­get await approval of the House level by the full appropriations committee and the Full membership of the House. The Senate levels have not yet been through the first step of a subcommittee vote. Following votes in the House and Senare on the appropriations bills, the differences wiJJ need to be worked out by a conference before final passage. 
	FY 1.996 FY 97 
	Presidem 's Budget House 
	$2,280,93 1 $2,385,74 1 1,378,670 1.438,265 
	186.78 1 195,596 .784,923 819,224 .695,098 725.478 .
	186.78 1 195,596 .784,923 819,224 .695,098 725.478 .

	1,208,730 .1,256,149 .963,623 1,003,722 .
	603.650 63 1,989 .319,207 333,131 .295,142 308,258 .463,365 484,375 .247,141 257,637 .180,8 16 189,243 .67 1,205 701,247 .
	603.650 63 1,989 .319,207 333,131 .295,142 308,258 .463,365 484,375 .247,141 257,637 .180,8 16 189,243 .67 1,205 701,247 .
	466.325 487,341 .202,6 14 2 12.079 .
	56,966 59,715 .377,599 4 16.523 .179,875 189,267 .
	25.547 26.707 
	146.579 150,093 .25 1,51 3 275.423 .420,000 ' 200,000 .
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	Figure
	The NIHAA Update is the newsletier of the NIH Alumni Association. The NLHAA office is at 9101 Old Georgetown Rd .. Bethesda. MD 20814. (301) 530-0567. 
	Editor's Note 
	The NIHAA Update welcomes leHers and news from readers. We wish not only to bring alumni news about NIH, b111 also to serve as a means for reporti11g informatio11 abour alumni--lheir co11cems. informatio11 011 recem appoi111111ents. honors. books pub­lished and other developmems ofinterest IO 1heir collec1gues. If you have news about yourself or about other alumni. or com­mellfs 011 and suggestions for 1he NIHAA Update, please drop a note to the editor. We resen•e the righ1 to edit 11101erials. 
	Editor: Harriet R. Green wald 
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	SUMMER 1 9 9 6 .
	SUMMER 1 9 9 6 .
	Research Festival '96 Includes Things Old, New .
	NIHAA Board ofDirectors a11d Officers 
	Calvin 8. Baldwin, .Ir., Presit/el// William I. Gay. Vice Preside111 Joseph Pcrpich. Vice President Storm Whaley, Secretary Harley G. Sheffield, Treasurer Thomas J. Kennedy. Jr. President 1993­1995 Joe R. Held, President 1991-1993 Gordon D. Wallace. Preside/I/ 1990-1991 
	Margaret A. Badger Carl G. Baker Belia L. Ceja Peter Condliffe John l . Decker Vernice Ferguson Murray Goldstein William Goldwaier Mary Calley /-/ar1ma11 Joseph Keyes . .Ir. Lloyd law Jane Leitch Terry l. Lierman Marjorie Melton Charles Miller, /I Paul Parkman Seymour Perry Paul Q. Peterson Marvin Schneiderman Randy Schools David Scoti Ma1y E. Sears John F. Sherman John P_ Utz .I. Craig Venter Bemhard Witkop Eugene Weinbach 
	Thank you to lhe following companies and individuaJ.s who supported NIHAA in 1995-1996: 
	Boehringer Mannheim Phamrnceuticals .Drew Dawn Enterprises, fnc. .Capitol Associates, lnc. (Terry Liennan) .Realty Management Co. .
	R. 0. W. Sciences, lnc. .Technical Sales Association .The Institute of Genomic Research .
	We would like to thank Glaxo Wellcome Inc., Sandoz Research Institute and Wyelh­Ayerst for underwriting the printing of Nil-lAA Update. 
	Thanks also to our members who have .contributed donations beyond their dues .payment .
	Research Festival marks its 10th anniversary this year on Sept. 16-20. Jn honor of the occasion, Dr. Henning Birkedal-Hansen, NTDR director of intranrnral research and the '96 festival chairman, has planned to include some­thing old-VIP posters-and some­thing new-ajob fair for NIH post­docs. One hundred VIP posters were a highlight of the first research festival, and presented an opportunity for weU­known estabtished investigators and postdocs to meet. This year, the VIP posters will be scattered throughout
	Research Festival marks its 10th anniversary this year on Sept. 16-20. Jn honor of the occasion, Dr. Henning Birkedal-Hansen, NTDR director of intranrnral research and the '96 festival chairman, has planned to include some­thing old-VIP posters-and some­thing new-ajob fair for NIH post­docs. One hundred VIP posters were a highlight of the first research festival, and presented an opportunity for weU­known estabtished investigators and postdocs to meet. This year, the VIP posters will be scattered throughout
	week's schedule). 

	New to the festivaJ this year will be a job fair, to be held Wednesday morning, Sept. 18,at the Natcher Conference Center and the Cloister (Bldg. 60). The NIH's Office ofEducation, the Founda­tion for Advanced Education in Lhe Sciences and Lhe Technical Sales Association will arrange job interviews and meeti ngs between NIH postdocs and representatives of biotechnology firms. 
	Also part of the week's activities on Wednesday afternoon, Sept 18 from 2 to 5: 15, NlDR will honor a recent alumnus, Dr. Srephan E. Mergenhagen (see box below) in the main auditorium of the Natcher B.ldg. Mergenhagen 
	(See Research Festival p. 4) 
	(See Research Festival p. 4) 

	Matrix, Microbes and Mucosa: Four Decades ofMicrobiology and Immunology .NIDR Alumni Symposium in Honor of StepJ1an E. Mergenhagen .Wednesday, Sept J 8, 1996 2-5:30 p.m. .Natcher Bldg., Main Auditorium .
	2:00 p.m. Welcome Dr. Hal Slavkin Director, NIDR 
	2:00 p.m. Welcome Dr. Hal Slavkin Director, NIDR 
	2: 15 p.m. Matrix and Disease Dr. George Martin Vice President, Scientific Affairs, Fibrogen 
	2:45 p .m. New Thoughts 011 the Pathogenesis ofRheumatoid Arthritis 
	Dr. William Koopman Professor & Chairman, Department ofMedicine, University of Alabama 
	3: 15 p.m. Lipopo!ysaccharide: A Century of Puzzles 
	Dr. Stefanie Vogel Professor, Department of Micro­biology & Immunology, USUHS 
	3:45·p.m. Complement-Endotoxin /11terac1io11s: 30 Years Later 

	Dr. Henry Gewurz Professor & Chaim1an, Department of Immunology, Rush Medical College 
	4:15 p.m. From Cytokines to Chemokines 
	Dr. Joost Oppenheim Chief, Laboratory of Molecular Immunoregulation, NCI 
	4:45 p.m. Mucosa! Decisions: Immunity, /11flammatio11 or Tolerance 
	Dr. Jerry McGbee Director, lmmunobiology, Vaccine Center, University of Alabama 
	5: 15 p.m. Closing Comment.~ Dr. Henning Birkedal-Hansen Director, Division of lntramuraJ Research, NIDR 
	5:30 -7:30 p.m. 
	Reception following Symposium in the Natcher A1rium to which NIHAA members are invited. 
	Reception following Symposium in the Natcher A1rium to which NIHAA members are invited. 

	Please RSVP to (301) 496-4178 (Ms. Chiquita Odinma) 
	3 .
	3 .






