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NIHAA at a Crossroads
The NTH Alumni Association is in a
financial bind. The Foundation for Ad
vanced Education in the Sciences, Inc.,
(FAES), will no longer cover NIHAA's
operating expenses and m their sug
gestion we must achieve independence
and long-term financia l stability.
The NlHAA board mer in special ses
sion on Mar. 2. 2005, to review fi nancial
plans made by the fi nance committee.
The NI HAA development committee
plans to raise money from outside
sources, but this effon is just geuing
started, and may not help Lhe associa
tion meet its current operating costs.
Members received a renewal notice in
March and were asked 10 pay dues
promptly and consider contributing an
extra $100 (tax-deductible) to NIHAA. a
50 l(c)3 organization. Life Members
were also asked to contribute. The re
sponse so far of renewals and contri
butions has been encouraging.
Current measures will take the
NIHAA through the next year. To plan
for the long-term financial stability of
the Nl HAA, a joint NIHAA/FAES com
miuee, chaired by John Sherman, and
Cal Baldwin. both longl'ime NlHAA
members, has been formed. lt also in
cludes Henry Metzger and Dinah
Singer of the FAES.
This committee's first goal is co ac
quire the visible support of NIH. In
January. the NIH scienti fic directors
agreed that an active alumni office is
extremely useful to NIH.
A subcommittee of the scienti fie di
rectors will draft a proposal that aims
for wide NIH support. NIHAA will sur
vive this c1isis, but may end having a
different look in the future.
Your suppon now is needed.
Thank you,
Paul Yan Nevel,
President, NIHAA

The 'House of Hope' Opens

Hatfield Dedicates New Hospital in September
2004, Urges Major New National Initiative
By Rich McMa1111s

Nearly 7 years after he visited NIH to
national initiative on genes. environ
ment and health, which
break ground for a new
hospital to be named af
would enroll up to l million
ter him. former Sen.
Americans from all popula
Mark 0. Hatfield (R-OR)
tion groups and all parts of
the country, for the benefit
returned on Sept. 22.
2004. for the dedication
of future generations.
''There is no medicine like
of the Clinical Research
hope:· he told a crowd of
Center, which he called
a "human mosaic" em
hundreds who had as
sembled in the CRC's tower
bodying the vision.
ing atrium for a ceremony
skills and perseverance
Former Sen. Mark 0. Hatfield that featured senators. con
of many, resulting in a
gressmen. Secretary Tommy
·'new community of
hope." He also called for a major new
Thompson and a host of other dignitar
(See CRC Dedication. p. 16)

Some May Happen, Some May Not

Master Plan Update Envisions Well-Built Campus
By Rich McManus
There is always just a hint of Shangri
La when perusing NIH master planning
documents, which l'he agency prepares
roughly every 5 years in order to en
sure the orderly development of the
campus in coming decades.
The maps that accompany the thick
planning books are cluner-free, sym
metrical and idyllic. with none of the
din, dust and disruption that accom
pany real-world construction. They
paint inviting portraits into which one
would readily hasten.
We're at one of those junctures now.
as the Office of Research Facilities De
velopment and Operations prepares the
2003 update to the Bethesda campus
master plan. The draft-more a vision
of what the future campus might be
than a blueprint of exactly how and
when the campus will grow-is cur
rently out for public review and com

ment, said NIH Master Planner Ron
Wilson. who presented it at an Oct. 21,
2004. meeting of the Community Liai

(See Master Pfau. p. 12)
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Public Access, Ethics are Main ACD Issues

Update

By Rich McMcmu.1·
NlH's proposal to offer public access
to archives of scientific literature sup
ported by NlH (read taxpayer) money
was presented in detail at the 89th
meeting of the advisory committee to
the NIH directoron Dec. 2-3, 2004.
Also outlined were plans to tighten
conflict of interest rules at NIH; ap
proval to institute a I-year moratorium
on honoraria and outside consulting
with the pharma/biotech industry is
being sought from the Office of Gov
ernment Ethics and HHS.
With regard to public access, NIH di
rector Dr. Elias Zerhouni said, "We be
lieve it is important for NLH to create a
stable archive of peer-reviewed re
search," and touted its attributes -it
would be a permanent record, publicly
available, searchable online, a veritable
one-step-shopping compendium of the
fruits of NTH investment that would
also "allow us to monitor and manage
the scientific enterprise." Zerhouni
said it would represent "a significant
increment to the world of archives,
which would augment, not detract
from" scientific publishing.
"N IH is not intending to publish," he
emphasized, "but to preserve an active
archive." He assured NIH's proposal
"will preserve the critical role of jour
nals in editing and presenting peer-re
viewed research."
On the conflict issue, Zerhouni said
the proposed moratorium would be a
·'time-out period to truly scrub our
portfolio of consulting activities." Dr.
Raynard Kington, NIH deputy director,
told the ACD that the Office of Man
agement is investigating every case
that has come 10 light. or inappropriate
outside activities at NIH and that
"fairly soon, we'll enter the penalty
phase of these investigations. In a
small minority, there's evidence that's

troubling some employees have sub
StantiaJly violated rules and regula
tions.'' He and Dr. Michael Gottesman,
NIH deputy director for intramural re
search. acknowledged that N1 H could
have done a berter job of including in
u·amural scientists in their deliberations
on ethics; a cadre of intramural investi
gators had complained to Zerhouni in
the days prior to the meeting their con
cerns were not represented in NIH
policymaking on this issue.
T he ACD also deliberated about
ways to improve the NIH Director's
Pioneer Awards so that they represent
a more diverse population yet still
preserve novel ideas as the most im
portant criteria.
A work group report on basic behav
ioral and social sciences research, deliv
ered by Dr. Linda Waite of the Univer
sity of Chicago, suggested promoting
the field from its current office status at
NIH to a grantmaking body with a
stable home in an institute such as
NIGMS,NICHDorN lA. TheACD lis
tened with interest and asked for a deep
look at the issues raised in the report,
but appeared lukewarm about any major
new effort, especially in an era of flat
tening research budgets.
The meeting ended with a tour of the
new Mark 0 . Hatfield Clinical Research
Center, which Zerhouni called "the most
significant addition to the NIH campus
in more than 50 years."
For latest updates on the above topics,
visit www.nih.gov/about/ethics_COl.htm;
www.nih.gov/about/publ icaccess/index/
.htm; or http://nihroadmap.nih.gov/pio
neer/faq/aspx. For NIH Catalyst special
edition on COi - see www.nih.gov/
catalyst/2005/index.html. For two NIH
Record stories (Mar. I, 2005) www/nih/
gov/nihrecord/
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We Haven't Lost Our Pizzazz

Gottesman Honored at 2004 Research Festival
By Rich McManus
Apparently, the intelligent, witty and
humane manner that characterizes most
of NIH deputy director for intramural
research Dr. Michael Gottesman's personal interactions is somethin g that
other peopJe have noticed- he was the
surprised recipient of an engraved
crystal memento Sept. 28, 2004, just moments after he had delivered tbe 18th
annual NIH Research Festival's keynote add ress.
Gottesman had chosen as his topic
"A Creative Culture and Its Spectacular
Science," focusing on tbe rich tradition
and future prospects of the NIH intramural programs. L ittle did he suspect
that many o f his colleagues think that
he embodies most of the virtues his
talk touted.
Deciding to honor Gottesman was reaJJy kin d of a no-brainer for this year's
organizing committee, led by scientific
direttors Dr. Marvin Gershengorn of
NIDDK and Dr. Eric Green of NHGRI.
·we all thought that having Michael
Gottesman as the keynote speaker was
t11e best idea we could come up with,"
said Gershengorn.
Gottesman set out to review those elements of NrH culture drnt have contributed to its success, show how current trends re flect the best aspects of
that culrure ("We haven' t lost our pizzazz," he stated at the outset. " We' re
stiJJ doing very well.") and describe the
essential elements of success that NIH
must retain into the future.
Creative people are at the heart of
NrH's preeminence, he said . Borrowing
from the thesis of an urban planning
book. Gottesman said " three T's" contribute to Nfffs success: technology,
talent and tolerance.
Using slides, Gottesman embarked on
a tour of NIH history from 1887 to the
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Dr. Michael Gottesman
present, pausing to note that NIH scientists and grantees " have won more
Laskers than any other research
instirution ... and there have been more
than 90 members of the National Academy of Sciences at Nill- most are still
working." He admonished young
people in the audience, "You're walking
in the shadows of greatness here .''
So how did we attract such excellent
people? Again, virtues came in
chrees-NI:H built an impressive intramural enterprise ("I f you build it, they
will come," quipped Gottesman), has
been able to gain stable resources over
the years and has relied on special recruitment programs carget.ing select audiences.
These include manied couples (there
had been anti-nepotism rules in
academia drnt thwarted husband-wife
scienli lie teams-Gottesman called Dr.
Alan Rabson and Dr. Rud1 Kirschstein
" t11e quintessence of this kind of recruiting" bur could as easily have mentioned his own wife, Susan, who is an
NCI scientist). young men who desired
an alternative to military service during
both the Korean and Viernam wars (the
so-called " Yellow Berets" were men
who rook advantage of the C linical Associate Program in lieu of boot camp,
and include in che.ir ranks C linical Center director Dr. John Gall in, NIAID di-
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Gottesman predicted more
high-risk , high-impact research in
intramural laboratories, ow ing to
a profusion of " toys" ( new infrastructure), technical support and
new lab buiJdi ngs. not to mention a raft of at least 9 training
programs targeting minorities,
women, married coupl.es, foreign
scientists, early-career investigators (both tenure-track and
At first day's session, Dr. Elias Zerhouni, NIH director,
trainee) and others who are
is flanked by Research Festival co-chairs: Ors.
committed to doing the best sci- Marvin Gershengorn (I), and Eric Green (r).
ence. often in team s, regardless
of its commerci al potential. " We have a
stable resources and funding, and leaderfar more diverse group of scientists than
ship that recognizes N rH's unique feaever before at NIH,.. he said.
tures and preserves them combine to preHe touted the opening of the new
dict a glorious future for intramural NIH.
C linical Research Center among a host
·•And the last 'T' is thanks." he said.
of new research faci lities on campus,
Before Gottesman could leave the poall of which have been designed to endium. and before the audience could
courage interactions among different
light out for the traditionally rich menu
scientific groups. The Vaccine Reof Research Festi val symposia and
search Center holds much pro mise. he
workshops, Eric Green lauded him for
said, as does the half-completed Neu11 years of strong, decisive leadership
roscience Center, which opened in July
as NIH deputy director for intramural
to 49 scientists from seven instillltes.
research. Green called Gottesman a
Bldg. 33, a biodefense facility, is rap"champion" and " the epitome of an
idly rising into the air, an N IH Chemical
N fH patriot. He is extremely good at
Genomics Center is on the way, and, in
toug h decisions...he has a fair, compasthe future, in the area on the south
sionate style and outstanding judgeside of campus where old one-story
ment. He is remarkably well-liked by
buildings curhis colleagues. and is simply amazing in
rently house
the j ob that he does. He's aJways calm
animals, a
and has a knack for reall y know ing the
new Center
right issues to address. with the right
for the Bio ltiming. He has a sharp sense of humor,
ogy of Disand is really our hero.''
ease will be
With that. he and Gershengom prebuilt. emphasented Gottesman with a handsome
sizing animal
etched crystal including an image of
studies.
Bldg. I .. ''for exemplary leadership of
In concluthe intramural research programs on besion. Gotteshalf o f all the scientific directors.
man said that
" I 'm speechless," said Gonesman.
intellectual
''This is a torn! surprise to me. There's
.
.
freedom.a
no greater praise than that o f one's colFestival attendees lunch outside the Natcher Bldg., enjoying one another's
..
1
leagues. I ' ll do all I can to make sure
company and listening to live jazz by a high school trio from neighboring Walter c~iu~a mass
0
the promise of N IH is kepi:·
Johnson. The next Research Festival is scheduled for Oct. 18-21, 2005.
ta cnt,
rector Dr. A nthony Fauci , N I DDK director Dr. Allen Spiegel and Gottesman
himself, among others) and even bright
neighborh ood kids who chose careers
down the Pike at N I H ( Ors. Malcolm
Martin of N l A l D, Warren L eonard o f
NHLB l and Steve Katz, N IAMS director, are all local products; Katz is a
BCC High School grad).
Apol ogizi ng in advance for having to
leave so many w orthy people out,
Gouesman offered brief biographi cal
sketches of some of the intramural programs' most success ful current scientists, including Dr. Neal Young and Dr.
M ark Gladw in o f NHLBI , NI A's Dr. John
H ardy, NHG Rl's Dr. Robert N ussbaum.
NlC HD's Dr. Juan Bonifac ino and Dr.
Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz and Dr.
A lan Koretsky o f N I NOS. Virtually all
testified that their j obs ar e immensely
rewarding and that they feel " li ke k ids
in a candy store.''
They tou1ed proj ects large and small,
relish the freedom of following their instincts and love a campus where ego, ti tle
and past distinctions take second place
to science. A s Nussbaum said in a brief
film clip, " I really like the lack of intellectual pretension on this campus- science
is the coin of the realm here."
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Calendar of Upcoming Exhibits and Events
Exhibits
National Library ofMeclicine
From Nov. 9, 2004 to May 31, 2005,

in the area Olltside the History of
Medicine Division, there is a small
exhibit on "Strange HeUs Within the
Minds War Made: War and Trauma
in the 20th Century." For information, call 30 l-435-4993.
DeWittStetten, Jr., Museum

For info1mation about Stetten Museum exhibits, call the Office ofNlH
History at 30 l-496-6610 or check out
www.history.nib.gov.

Other Activities of Interest
NIH Events
The NIH Director's Wednesday
Afternoon Lecture Series (WALS) is
at 3 p.m. in Masur Auditorium, Bldg.
10. For more information, reasonable
accommodation, and confirmation of
the full schedule, call Hilda Madi11e,
program director, at 301-594-5595 or
check www Jod.nih.gov/wa]s/
schedule.htm.
May 4--NIH Director's Dyer
Lecture: Dr. Jack E. Dixon, School
of Medicine, UCSD, "Bacterial
Pathogens: HijackjngEukaryotic
Signal Transduction Systems."
May 25 - The 2005 Robert S.
Gordon, Jr. Lecture in Epidemiology:
Dr. JoAnn E. Manson, Harvard
Medical School, "Postmenopausal
Hormone Therapy: Can the Divergent Findings from Cl inkal Trials
and Observational Studies be
Reconciled."
June 14-15-2005 General Motors
Cancer Research Foundation
Scientific Conference on Breast
Cancer and Laureate Lectures in
Masur Auditorium.

Share the Health 2005 on Sunday, May

15, at the newly renovated Westfield
Shoppingtown Wheaton, J I a.. m. to 3 p.m.
For information caU 30 L-496-3931 or visit
http://sharethehealtb.od.nih.gov.
Frederick Event
On Wednesday, May 18 and Thursday
May 19, tbe 9th Annual Fort-DetrickFCRDC Spring Research Festival will be
beld in Frederick. Events are planned for
scientists and the public from I 0:30 a.m to
3:30 p.m. Because of security concerns,
please call 301 -846-7388 to confirm before
attending.

Other Events

NIHAA Events
An Evening with the Baltimore
Symphony on Wednesday, Apr. 27.
Through arrangements made by R&W,
NIH employees, alumni and their
friends are invited to a performance by
violinist Gidon Kremer with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra at the new
Music Center at Strathmore. Tickets
may be purchased with a 15% discount for $50). For reservations caU
Randy Schools at 301-402-6493.
NlHAA Annual Meeting is now
scheduled for fall 2005. Details will be
in Summer2005 NTHAA Update.

USPHS Luncheon

On Thursday May 5, the luncheon for
the USPHS reti1·ees wiIJ be held at the
Golden Bull, Gaithersburg. Cost is $21.
For more information call John P. Buckley
at 301-340-0322.
On Thursday, Jan. 27, 2005, Dr. Herbert
Pardes delivered the Shannon Lecture.
He drew upon his vast experience in administering tlu·ee psychiatry departments,
NIMH, a medical school and now two
medical centers to comment on the current status of academic medicine. Several
decades of spectacular advances in research and health care are now under
stress due to limitations on health cost reimbursement and the likely JeveHing of
the NIH budget; factors which are impinging most directly on major academic centers.
He spoke of the importance for NIH to
further strengthen the connection between the medical centers, patient care
and Clinical research if the successes of
the recent past are 10 continue in this new
century. To see and hear the lecture
please visit: http://videocast.nih.gov/

Prior to the 8th annual James A. Shannon
Lecture on Thursday, Jan. 27, 2005, Paul
Van Nevel , NIHAA president (I), meets
with the speaker, Dr. Herbert Pardes,
president and CEO, New York-Presbyteria
Hospital (c), holding a commemorative
certificate that he receives from Dr. Elias
Zerhouni, NIH director (r). The next
Shannon lecture will be in 2006.

For more information about NIH events call 301-496-1766. For more information about NIHAA events call 301-530-0567.
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News From and About NIHAA Members
J ames S. Alexander, wbo was most
recently director of the FeJlowship
Training Program in the new Office of
Intramural Training and Education, OD,
retired last June after 30 years at NIH.
He started in 1974 as EEO officer for
the CC and, has spent his NlH career
focusing on trainee programs for sn1dents and physicians,
Dr. David S. Alberts, who was at NIH
as a clinical associate in medical oncology ( 1966-1968), and has been at the
University of Arizona since 1975, has
been named director of the Arizona
Cancer Center in Tucson. He is also regents professor of medicine, nutritional
science, pharmacology, and public
health at the UA College of Medicine
and director of the cancer center's Can-

cer Prevention and Control program.
This past fall, he received the third annual American Association for Cancer
Research/Cancer Research Award for
Excellence in Cancer Prevention Researcb. His award lecture titled, "Cruising Down the Chemoprevenrion Superhighway with My Awesome Research
Colleagues," was delivered in Seattle
on Oct. 17, 2004.
Dr. Artrice V. Bader, former research
scientist and health science administrator at NIH ( 1957-1990), was recently
honored by her alma mater, Georgetown University during the Patrick
Healey Dinner, which honored black
women of Georgetown. It also celebrated the creation of the Patrick
Healey Endowed Scholarship Fund.
Healey was president of GU (1873- 188 1)
and the first African-American president of a predominantly white university. Bader received a standing ovation
as she was honored for being among
the fi rst black women to graduate from
the Graduate School at GU. She received her Ph.D. from the biology department in 1966. becoming the first

Ph.D. recipient from the department.
She has been a member of NIHAA
since 199 l, on the board since 1999,
and has served on several committees.
Dr. Eric Bailey, ( 1994 to 2004), writes
the following from Los Angeles where
he recently moved: "I am a medical anthropologist, author, associate
professor, and program director for the
masters of public health program in Urban Public Health at Charles R. Drew
University of Medicine and Science. I
am currently developing and organizing
this program ... Before I was a health
scientist administrator/program director
at the National Center on Minority
Health and Health Disparities (NIH). l
administered. organized and coordinated the major Minority-Serving Institution Annual and Performance Reports
to the White House for the Center. Before this, l was a program director for
the Comprehensive Minority Biomedical Branch at NCI."
Dr. Carl G. Baker, who was at NCI
( L949-1972) and its director (l 970- 1972),
has written an unpublished manuscript
that can be found on the website of the
Office ofNlH History {http://
history. nih.gov/0 l /Docs/historical/
2015.htm). Titled "An Administrative
History of the National Cancer
Institute's Viruses and Cancer Programs, 1950-1972", it describes the
background, philosophy, implementation, and outputs of these programs
and concludes with plans for the New
Cancer Act.
Steven J. Berkowitz, recently retired
after 28 years of federal service, lastly
as the NIH associate director for CFO
and Central Services Operations. He is
now with BearingPoint, an international
systems integration, business consulting, and managed services consulting
firm, working on several NIH DHHS en-
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gagements. He began his federal career
with the U.S. General Accounting Office, and in 198 1 came to the NJH as a
supervisory accountant. He has beld
several positions within the NlrI OD
and the NIAID. During his career with
NIH. he received several NIH Director's
Awards. twelve NIH Merits Awards.
and two DHHS Secretary's Distinguished Service Awards. He recently
received the Association of Government Accountant's Distinguished
Leadership Award. He is on the NlH
FCU's board of direccors and the Cold
War Museum board of directors.
Dr.Edward N. Brandt J r., who was
assistant secretary of health ( 198 11984), recently retired from the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center where he was a member of the faculty and chair of the department of
health administration and policy in the
College of Public Health. He was honored with a symposium on Nov. 12,
2004. Brandt is now professor emeritus
and will continue to be active and
teach at the Health Sciences Center.
On Feb. 24 in the Oklahoma Memorial
Union, he spoke on "A Look at the
Healthcare System in Oklahoma."
Dr. Paul Bunn, at NCI as a section
head in the Division of Cancer Treatment (l 974-1984), is the Grohe/Stapp
Chair in Cancer Research and director
of the University of Colorado Cancer
Center. He was awarded the Outstanding Leadership Award at the I 21h Annual Specialized Programs of Research
Excellence Workshop held in Baltimore
last July. The award is given to SPORE
investigators who demonstrate strong
leadership in pursuit of collaborative
translational studies. Bunn is the PI of
the lung SPORE at UCCC. His award
was specifically given for his work on
the Lung Cancer Biomarkers and
Chemoprevention Consortium.

N I HA A

department, Stanford University School
of Medicine. He recently received the
Novartis Lifetime Service Award at the
July 2004 lnternational Congress of Immunology in MontreaJ for inventing
and continually improving over 35+
years the Fluorescence Activated Cell
Sorter (FACS).
Ann Karen Howard , who was a program assistant in NIDDK's Digestive
Diseases Division, retired July 2004 after 38 years of service. Before coming
to NIH, she worked for the Department
of Agriculture. She was a program assistant to Dr. Frank Hamilton, program
director for Digestive Diseases in the
grant program. For the Last seven
years, she also served with the NIH/
NMA Partnership Committee and was
awarded a Certificate of Appreciation
for her dedicated service. Now retired.
she is busy taking courses at Johns
Hopkins University through the Evergreen Society. She is also a volunteer
with the Montgomery County
Women's Fair. which held its 25 Anniversary Fair Program on April 16, 2004.
Her plans also include more traveling
and playing tennis and enjoying music.
Dr. Arthur Kornberg, Nobel laureate
( 1959) and former chief of biochemistry,
NlAMD ( 1947-1952), is now Emma
Pfeiffer Marner professor of biochemistry, emeritus, Stanford University
School of Medicine. He received the
Osaka Sak-ura Award and has been also
named an honorary member (one of
only 20) of The Japan Society.
Dr. Anna bel Liebelt, who was at
NCI's Laboratory of Pathology ( 19491952), returning to NCI in 1982 to work
again with Dr. Harold Stewart in the
Registry of Experimental Cancers, officially retired in 1991. She now lives in
the Villas at Asbury Methodist Village
in Gaithersburg and has become an ex-

UPDATE

emplary volunteer. At Asbury, she is
on the Villa Landscaping and L ibrary
Committees, co-chair of the Social Committees as well as other committees involving education and publicity. Other
activities outside of Asbury involve being active in NARFE and working for
her alma mater, Western Maryland
(now McDaniel College), where she is
on the Board of Governors. She also
sings in the Gaithersburg Presbyterian
with Praise Team.
Terr y L ierman , was an NlH management intern ( 197 1- 1974), who went on
to work on the Hill and became involved in starting several health and
education related companies. He has
been very active in poljtics locally,
state-wide as well as nationally He was
recently elected chairman of the Maryland Democratic Party. He was selected
as a consensus choice to lead the party
in its can1paign against Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich, Jr., in 2006. Lierman will also
galvanize the party by raising funds
and will travel to every county in the
state.
Dr. Barbara Rimer, former director of
NCI's Division of Cancer Control and
Population Sciences ( 1997-2002) has
been appointed dean of the School of
Public Health at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is
currently an alumni distinguished professor in UN C 's department of health
behavior and health education and the
deputy director for population sciences
at the Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. Prior to joining NC. she
held joint appointments at the UNC
School of Public Health and D uke Uruversity MedicaJ Center's community
and family medjcine department. She
was the first woman and first behavioral sdentist to chair NCI"s National
Cancer Advisory Board (1994-1997).
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Randy Sch ools, president and CEO of
the NIH-NOAA Recreation and Welfare
Association. former NIHAA board
member and recipient of NIHAA"s first
Award for Service to NIH, recently received the William Prescott Allen
Award at the 78th annual ins tallation
and awards dinner of lhe Greater
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of
Commerce. He was recognized for his
work on behalf of NTH charities
(Children's Inn. Friends of the Clinical
Center, Special Love/Camp Fantastic),
his service as president of the Boosters
Club for the Bethesda Big Train basebaU team, his membership on the board
of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase YMCA.
and his volunteer work with Boy
Scouts.
Dr. J ohn A. Scigliano, a pharmacist
with the USPHS for 32 years is now retired. He was al NlH at the CC ( 19601965) and then at NTGMS/NIMH/NIDA
( 1965-1970), and a major part of his career was dedicated to research of the
pharmacology. safety and therapeutic
potential of drugs of abuse. He is a
class of 1941 graduate of Creighton
University in Omaha, Nebraska. To
honor his parents and bis brother-inlaws memories, he and his brother and
sister have established the John A.
Scigliano Scholarship. The scholarship
is intended to recruit students to
Creighton and to encourage their pursuit of a career in certain specified
fields in the medical sciences. The plan
came to fruition on the 50th anniversary of bjs graduation from Creighton.
Dr. Leon Smith. former staff fellow at
N1AID (1957-1959), is now executive
vice president for health care policy
with Catholic Health and Human Services Corporation (CHHS). Smith will
serve as chief advisor on health-care
policy for all Cathedral Healthcare System fac iJjties and the Archdiocese of
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Newark. His responsibilities include recruitment of medical staff, development of programs, and forging of new
relationships between CHHS affiliates
and other institutions, agencies, and
organization both here and abroad. He
is also continuing as chaiJ·man of medicine, Saint Michael's Medical Center as
well as professor of medicine and professor public health preventive medicine, New Jersey Medical School.
Smith was also presented with 2004
Henry H. Kessler Human Dignity
Award on Nov. 4, 2004, for his work in
improving the lives of people with disabilities.
Dr. Gordon Wallace, longtimeNlAID
scientist and administrator and past
presidentofNfHAA (1990-1991) is living in Hawaii. In a letter to NIHAA he
described the spectacular scenery and
nan1ral beauty where he is living: "Life
is good here in Hawaii. We have a
great house and property here on the
windward side o'f Oahu, across the
Koolau Mountain Range from Honolulu ... I stay busy. l've completed two
novels, based on my experience doing
infectious disease research in the
South Pacific during the I960's-70's.
An agent and publisher are interested
in one." He adds that Diane Taylor, his
wife, is still on the faculty at
Georgetown and runs a large NIH-supported malaria research program in Africa and she's been commuting from
Hawaii to Georgetown and managiJlg
the Africian study through trips,
emails, and faxes.
Dr. Robert Young , at NCf ( 1967- 1988),
is president of the Fox Chase Cancer
center in Philadelphia. Jn November
2004, he was named chairman of NCl's
Board of Scientific Advisors and reappointed to the board for a term expiring
in 2007. He has served on the BSA
since 1996. '"We are the extramural

community's voice," Young said when
commenting on the appointment, " ...we
are charged with making sure that NCI
understands what it's like out there
when one tries to utilize the grant
mechanisms."
Dr. Warren Zapol at NIH ( 1967-1 970),
is anesthetist-chief, at Massachusetts
General Hospital and the Reginald
Jenney professor of anesthesia at
Harvard Medical School. His major research efforts include acute respiratory
failure in animals and humans. He bas
led nine expeditions to Byrd Station in
the Antarctic to study the diving
mechanisms and adaptations of the
Weddell seal. He was one of the authors of a new book, This is No Hum.bug!, reminiscences of the Department
of Anesthesia at the Massachusetts
General Hospital (Atlas Books, ISBN: 09715376-0-7). ln 2003, Zapol and Dr.
Clases Frostell received the National
Inventor of the Year Award for development of an innovative treatment for pulmonary vasoconstriction and asthma.

What's Your News?
We want to hear from yon.
Please send your news with
photo if possible to Harriet
Greenwald, NIHAA Update. 910 I
Old Georgetown Rd., Bethesda,
MD 20814-1522 or email
nibalumni@yahoo.com.

Volunteer Opportunities

for NIB Retirees with the
NIHAA Volunteer Program
Many varied opportunities ex.isl
at NIH and the local area. NIH
alumni can make a difference!
Our program targets retired or
soon to be retired Local NIH'ers.
We have a directory of volunteer
opportunities thal may be vi.ewed
at: http://www/fnib.org/nibaa/
NlHAAvolunteer.btml.
Email nihal.umni @yahoo or
cmchale@comcast.nel if you
would li ke to become a volunteer.

Recently, the Diabetes
Research Branch celebrated
its 30th anniversary as part
of NIDDK's Division of
Intramural Research.
Alumni paid homage to their
mentors with a 1-1/z day
symposium tilled, " Celebrating the Diabetes
Branch: A Tribute to Jesse
Roth and Phil Gorden." In
the photo to the right, some
NIHAA members who
attended included (from I)
Susan Roth and husband Dr. Jesse Roth; Dr. Jacob Robbins, Dr. Phillip Gorden and Dr. Ed
Rail. Roth was chief of the Diabetes Branch (1974-1983) and NIDDK scientific director (19831991). He is now geriatrician-in-chief at North Shore University Hospital/long Island Jewish
Health System in New York and professor of medicine at Albert Einstein School of Medicine.
Gorden was NIDDK clinical director (1980-1986) and chief of the Diabetes Branch (1983-1986)
and NIDDK director (1986-1999). He returned to clinical research as chief of the section on
clinical and cellular biology in the Diabetes Branch.
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Dealing with Loss

DeVita-Raeburn's Book Offers 'Path Through Forest of Emotion'
By Richard Currey
Elizabeth De Yi.ta-Raeburn 's
presentation at Lipsett Amphitheater on Sept. 23, 2004,
was described as a reading
from and discussion of ber
new book The Empry Room:

plisb discolorations on
Ted 's legs in 1972, his
trained physician's
eye recognized the
signs of a bleeding
disorder. In short orSurviving the Loss of a
der an initial diagnosis
Bro1her or Sister a l Any Age.
was made-aplastic
The event was to be a look at
anemia. Ted was 9
both her experience and that
years old at the time.
of others in coping with the
He was admitted to the
loss of a sibling . It was
Clinical Center and the
Elizabeth DeVita·Raeburn
search for the anemia's
that-and much more: a
cause was launched.
charged and deeply affecting 2
how·s marked by shared stories and
Aplastic anemia is a rare condition
defined by an inability to produce new
powerful emotions.
Speaking to more than 70 people,
blood cells and platelets. It results in
frequent infections (due to immune deDeVita-Raeburn discussed the background of her book-and her personal
ficiency related to a lack of white blood
journey. AL the heart of that journey is
cells), abnormal bleeding, weakness
the recognition that sibling loss inand fatigue. Although tbe coodition
can be triggered by toxic chemicals or
volves "nor just the story of a brother
or sister that's gone," as she said, "bur
certain drugs, rhe cause often re mains
that the survivor has an important
unknown. This was the case with Ted,
story to tell. In fact, without claiming
despite persistent ruid even extraordithat story in some way-and learning
nary measures taken to learn the cause
of his anemia (including the autopsy
to own it- 1 think it's very difficult to
deal with the loss o f a sibling."
of the DeVita family p arakeet).
When DeVita-Raeburn's brother Ted
Ted De Vita's hospital room was inidied at the Clinical Center on May 27,
tially designed to protect cancer paJ980, he had lived in a laminar airfl ow
tients whose immuoe systems were
"clean room" on 13 East for more than 8
compromised by chemotherapy. For
a boy whose stay there would span
years. Suffering from aplastic anemia
weeks, then months, and finally years,
and severe immune deficiency, Ted
it became far more than simp.ly a
DeVita's illness and death was, for
Elizabeth, the defining event of her life.
hospital room. Tt was Ted's home, the
place where he made his way through
But it would be many years before
she fully understood the life-a llering
adolescence, practiced guitar, talked
nature of her experience.
on the phone, watched TV and was visElizabeth 's father is Dr. Vincent
ited o ften by his sister who herself
came 10 think of Bldg. I0 as a kind o f
DeVita, NCI director between 1980-1 988
ru1d a clinical investigator at the instihome as well.
Now a 38-year-old freelance medical
tute for 25 yeai:s. When Dr. De Vita noticed lhe appearance of irregular purjournalist based in New York C ity,
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DeYita-Raebum said that the years of
visiting Ted familiarized her with the
"feel" of a hospital. "I still experience a
kind of comfort here," she said. "In
fact," she added, laughing, "if any of
my fri ends have emergencies that iavol ve going to the hospital, tl1ey call
me for support."
That comfort level, however, belies
another aspect of sibling loss. "The
surviving sibling," DeVita-Raebum
said, "can h ide in that familiarity- and
disappear. We survivors are educated
from the start that the ones having a
big probl.e m are our parents, and, in
cases of chronic illness, our sick sibling. Right from the start we're indirectly to ld: this is not your story. The
prevailing idea is tlrnt the impact of the
loss rests with parents." The net result, De Vita-Raeburn believes, is a crippling inability for surviving siblings to
com.e co terms with loss in the context
of their own lives.
Another aspect of a surviving
sibl"ing's "emotional disappearance"
was refl ected in DeVita-Raebum's inner
obstacles to telling her own story. "1
could tell other people's stories. I collected other people's accounts of losing a brother and sister. and wrote them
without much difficulty for The Emp(v
Room. But when it came to writing my
own story-I was blocked.
" A critical factor in this process was
that I grew up playing second banana
to my big brother. Not o nly before he
got sick, but certainly afterwards. l
learned how to be quiet, to be selfeffacing. It was all part of the
dynamic in a family with one child who
is critically iJI."
When DeVita-Raebum broke through
into her own story, she discovered
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whal she now refers to as "the healing
power of storytelling. But to get there
you must first claim your story as
your own."
Using a literary form that fuses reporting as well as affecting memoir, The
E111pry Room creates a textured portrait
of sibli ng loss as it considers the impacts of losing a brother or sister in
childhood, in old age, abruptly in accidents or after prolonged illness.
DeVita-Raeburn also explores the
psychological shifts in families for
children born after a sibling has died,
as well as the profound sense of loss
and disconnection experienced by a
surviving twin.
Dr. Alan Schechter, chief of the molecular biology and genetics section at
NIDDK, introduced DeVita-Raeburn 's
appearance with remarks about the
growth of palliative care at NIH and the
milestones (including cases like Ted
De Vita's) toward what is now an integral aspect of NIH 's clinical services.
DeVita-Raebum then spoke about the
genesis of The Empty Room before
reading from the opening pages of the
hook to a rapt audience.
Attendees also heard remarks from Dr.
Stephen Chanock, a pediatric oncologist at NCI who lost his brother to cancer at NIH in the same week that Ted
De Vita died. Chanock echoed DeVitaRaeburn 's remarks about a surviving
sibling's trauma being trivialized and
shunted aside. A medical student at
the time of his brother's death,
Chanock recalled an attending physician who advised him to "remember to
take care of your parents because
they ' re going through a tough time."
Chanock noted the casual assumption that his experience in losing a
brother was somehow less traumatic
or less important than his parents'
loss of a son. " Different, perhaps,"
Chanock remarked, ''but no less signirican1 or painful."

Also speaking was Dr. Ann Berger,
chief of pain and palliative care at the
Clinical Center, who described the current palliative care services available at
NIH and detailed the varying tactics
and approaches her service offers. Her
slides included a number or photographs of the palliative care team in action, including pictures chronicling the
rounds of the team's famous "tea cart."
Questions from attendees struck a
wide range of issues and concerns,
from simply sharing their own experiences as surviving siblings, to specific
queries from health care providers interested in ways to better serve their
patients' needs. A physician asked for
guidance on talking to sibli ngs in the
process of losing a brother or sister.
Another individual stood to relate the
general lack of services and support
available to her when her sister died
several years ago.
When a third person asked what
friends can do in situations involving
sibling loss, De Vita-Raebum reminded
us that there is no way to "make it better" or Literally improve anything about
such challengi ng circumstances-but
surviving siblings can be advised to remember the importance of their own
stories as both tools for healing as weU
as remembrance.
"For me," De Vita-Raeburn said, "and I
think for a lot or siblings, it's a matter
of knowing the story. For those of us
who lost their sibs when they were
young-many people have mentioned
this to me- they don' t know, at least
not exactly, what the story is. They' re
not sure what the details were, what
the progression of events was. So how
can you claim that story as your own?"
~ut whether a sibling loss happened
when one was too young to recall
events, or an adult brother or sister
was lost suddenly in an accident,
DeVita-Raeburn returned to her contention that it's all about "claiming the
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NCl's Dr. Stephen Chanock also lost a
sibling , in the same week that DeVitaRaeburn's brother died .

story as your own. It's understanding
the pattern inherent in the disparate
facts you hear from parents and other
fam ily members and doctors and
nurses, and allowing that information
to transform your understanding of
what you went through."
The E111pry Room illustrates in a way
rarely done-certainly not often with
DeVita-Raeburn's lyricism and eloquence-a fundamental contradiction
in sibling loss: you cannot speak (or
write) of your grief. And yet it is that
first spoken or written word that might
open a path toward coming to terms
with loss. "Without that first word,"
DeVita-Raeburn said, "there is nounderstanding, no path through the forest
of your emotions."
The E111pry Roo111 tells us that emotional journeys, journeys of the heart
nnd soul, can and will find their way
home again- but arri ve stronger and
with greater understanding.
As Chanock said, "l deeply appreciate Elizabeth's brave and daring book.
This powerful work is required reading
for anybody who takes the practice of
medicine or the delivery of health care
seriously."
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Master Plan (co11ti11ued from p. I)
son Council. The National Capital
Planning Commission, the federal
government's central planning agency,
has also received the draft: NTH will
seek seeks NCPC's e ndorsement at its
Jan. 6. 2005 meeting. T he draft is also
before the Montgomery County Planning Board, whose review is expected
in mid-December. The draft includes
many of the basic ideas in the current,
or 1995, Master Plan. The update further elaborates the "quad" motif
adopted in its 1993 iteration, creating
c lusters of laboratory buildings around
grassy quadrangles in different portions of the campus. Altogether, some
13 major structures arc envis ioned as
e ither new, replacement or renovated
space, primarily for scientific research.
The construction, if it occurs, wouJd increase NIH's curre nt total of7 .4 million
square feet of space to I0.7 mi Uion, or a
gain of about 3.3 million square feel.
A touchstone in the planning process is that scientific programs have
dibs on campus real estate while
N!H's extramuraJ programs and other
administrative space would be primarily
located elsewhere.
The 2003 update-divided into four
phases of about 5 years each-looks
out 20 years to 2023 and sees the following changes, which the NTH planners emphasize are not necessaril y
bound to happen:
• Bldg. 36, the Lowell Weicker Bldg.,
wi 11 come down to make room for phase
2 of the Neuroscience Research Center.
• A Center for the Biology of Disease
will anchor the southern ponion of campus (or South Quad), and consist of a
large Animal Research Center at its
southern terminus, bounded by three
laboratory buildings of between 138,000
and 183,000 gross square feet (about the
same size as Bldg. 41 ); they are dubbed
M, N and P. The new animal center wiJI
allowthecu1Tent animal facilities in U1e
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Bldg. 14/28 complex of old, red-brick
low-rises to be razed. Wilson states
that it is far too early to say what programs the new lab bui ldings will host.
• A long-anticipated child care center
for the northwest quadrant of campus is
planned, as is a stormwater retention
pond on the lawn of the National Library
of Medicine. The pond, whicb could be
built a5 early as next year, is a Montgomery County project to be sited on an N£H
ca<;ement and is expected to benefit water
quality on campus.
..,. Bldg. 29. the home of the FDACBER. is to be replaced by a research
laboratory. FDA is scheduled to vacate
the cmTent building and relocate to its
new headquarters at its White Oak faci lity in Silver Spring. according to Wilson.
• Multi-Level Parking Garage-7.
which is adjacent to Bldg. 38A, will be
demol.ished to make room for Bldg. R, a
390,000 square foot addition to the NationaJ Library of Medici ne.
• Bldg. 12. currently the home of many
Center for Information Technology computer operations, will eventually be replaced by higher density laboratory uses.
• The Natcher Bldg. wi ll gain its
long-delayed second wing; so-called
Bldg. Q would encompass 190,000
square feet.
• Bldg. 13 would be razed to make
way for Bldg. J- K, a research services
fac il.ity, and a portion of Bldg. l, anoU1er
laboratory. Bldg. 1, not likely to rise until Lhe late stages o f the master plan,
would be re latively large at 250,000
gross square feet.
•Bldg. 30, for decades the research
home of Lhe National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research, is also
outmoded and must eventually be replaced witb a modern faci lity. Lab F, a
150,000 gross square feet building,
would include activities currently taking place in Bldg. 30.
• Bldgs. 7 and 9 arc also shown to
be re moved in the later phases of the
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plan, although the former is an historic
structure, so demolition might not be
possible, Wilson said.
The nearest-term additions-which
might occur in the next 18 months. said
Wilson- include a new campus Gateway Center and the CV I-Central Vehicle Inspection facility. The Gateway
Center has three components: a 20,000
square foot facility where guests arc
screened , processed and allowed in: a
visitor parking garage. to be sited outside the fence, near Metro, with space
for 350 cars; and the VVJS, or Visitor
Vehic le Inspection Station, which will
inspect mainly passenger cars.
The CV I has two e le ments, Wilson explained : a support building of less than
7,000 square feet that would include offices and processing facilities: and an
inspection area covered by a large
canopy. "These are the most immediate
projects," said Wilson. ' 'We are seeking NCPC appro val oftJ1ese [projectsl
at the same time we are seeking approvaJ for the master plan."
Some master planning projects. he
adds, were already under way when
ORF undertook baseline 2003 planning,
including the C linical Research Center,
the addition to the Children's Inn al
NTH. the new research Bldg. 33, the
Saf.raLodge and MLP-9. a parking garage j ust souUlwest of Bldg. I0.
Tbe draft plan makes explicit some
large-scale architectural anractions that
have long been on the drawing board,
including a Central Mall that would exte nd roughly from the South Entry of
Bldg. LO to what is now Bldg . 34, a
power plant facili ty. Interestingly.
Bldg. 34 is to be uuerly converted
("adaptively reused," is the planning
terminology) from its present role of
providing heating and cooling to becoming a Campus Center Ulat would inc lude fitness faci lities. a cafeteria. child
care and other amenities.
The Central Mall would be about 350
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feet wide, or about the width of Bldg.
I O's backside, and consume what is
now known as parking Jot JOH, and the
site where Bldg. 29 now stands. The
mall space would be flanked by new lab
bui ldi Dgs D, F, G, Hand I (ranging in
size from I 12,000 to 250,000 square
feet).
Another new feature that exists now
only in brief stretches is a Loop Road
that would surround the interior campus, linking the Front of the CRC with
the south edge of the Center for the Biology of Disease complex. The Loop
Road in front of the new hospital has
already been completed.
The draft master plan assumes that
NIB's on-campus population in 2023
will be aro und 22,000 people. Interest-

i11gly, the 1995 update predicted a campus total of 18,000 workers in 2015. On
any given day now, mere are 17,500 employees, augmented by 4,000 to 5,000
contractors, trainees and students, giving a current daily census of about
23,000 to 24,000 people on campus.
There is no cost associated with ilie
predicted campus build-out because
the fig ures would be too speculative,
said Stella Serras-.Fiotes. an architect
and planner who directs the Division
of Facilities Planning. The 2003 update,
she said , " is not a commitment or a
done deal for any project. This is just
bow things could happen, if and when
they need to happen."
She explained the logic of ilie four
phases: "T he first phase is ro finish

what's already been started (including
theCRC, Bldg. 33, MLP-9, theSafra
Lodge and some other projects). The
second phase is the south part of campus (includi ng tJ1e Center for the Biology of Disease and southern leg of the
Loop Road) and the renewal of Bldg.
10. The third phase is the Central Mall
portion of campus, and the fourth involves isolated building projects in me
central and eastern areas of the campus."
There is also a draft environmental impact statement associated with me
master plan update that ORF presented
to the community at a meetiJ1g Nov. 8,
2004, at Walter Johnson High School.
All reviews with re levant auiliorities
are expected to be completed by early
next year, Wilson said.

A Book of Captivating NIH Trivia
The 2003 update to NLH's draft master pJan may bea fat, dry paperback book on the outside, but on the inside it's filled
with all kinds of interesting campus trivia-fun facts to know and tell around the water cooler.
Did you know, for example, that the campus is traversed by underground streams buried 30 to 35 feet beneath the surface,
or that the mean annual temperaLUre on campus is 57, or tbac the average night-time noise level is around 55 decibels?
Did you know that four sites on campus have been designated as "archaeologically sensitive?" Or that ..NlH is underlain
by the Lower Peliti.c Schist of the Wissabickon Formation?" Or thar the two major surface soil series at NTH are Glenelg and
Manor (although there a:re also smatterings of Lhe Worsham, Glenville and Neshaminy series)?
Did you know that the highest point on campus (at 384.3 feet above sea level) is just north of Bldg. 37, along South Drive.
and that rhe lowest point (232.2 feet above sea level) is near the corner of Cedar Lane and Rockville Pike?
Because the volume is dedicated to what is physically describable, ir ranges from plantings. Lo lights and signage, to
arcana such as how many people per acre we have: "NIH has an employee population of 56 persons/acre. This is less than
the potential fu ll-occupancy staff and resident population of 125 persons/acre for the Central Business District (of
Bethesda) and more than the resident population of 8-12 persons/acre in lhe surrounding neighborhoods."
ln case you were curious, the Cl'inicaJ Center complex is the largest population center on campus, wi.th over 7,000 employees, br 40 percen t of the campus total.
Some items are easily quanti tied. For example, " typical daily electrical usage ranges from about 1.0 million to 1.3 million
kil.owanhours (KWHR). Tot.al Pepco billed electricity consumption for the year 2003 was 409,000,000 KWHR. The maximum
recurdeu uaily l.lc.::manu uf74,486 kiluwaus oc1;um::d in June 2003." Must have bei::a a scorcher. By contrast, tJ1e peak recorded demand for steam in 2003 was 532,000 pounds per hour.
Some fragments stra in for significance: "The compressed air system at tJ1e NIH campus is an underground system that is
generated in Bldg. I l at 125 psi (pounds per square inch) and is distributed to other buildings at approximately 110 psi."
Some facts don't seem possible. What do you think the largest land use on the campus is? Buildings? No, that's only 44
acres, or 14 percent of campus. Roads and parking lots? No, iliat's only about 85 acres. or 28 percent of the land. ff you
guessecl " undeveloped open space," you're a genius. The book says " landscaped, wooded and open areas account for approximate ly 181 acres or 58 percent of campus."
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Hurray tor Hollywood

tion, the vanity plate query took on

NIH in Prime Time

new meaning.
"They wanted to do some filmfog on
location here." Jackson says. "and they
wanted to do an interview with [NTH director] Dr. [Elias] Zerhouni." Although
NIH Associate Director for Communications John Burklow nixed the interview-fearing it might be interpreted as
a federal endorsement of a television
show-he recognized thal "such interest in NIH presented a potential opportunity to educate a substantial number
of viewers about medical research and
the nature of the work done here." He
assembled a team to look into the show
and its implications for N lH.
"We knew we had two choices ... do
nothing or do something." says Judy
Stein, communications director at the
National Eye Lnstitute. "We decided to
do something. We felt that if we had
the opportunity to help the show with
information about tbe NTH and the
many diseases and disorders we deal
with, important public health information might get out through the show."
Once Jackson obtained a copy of the
show's pilot, titled "Blue Man Syndrome," NIH communication officials
were even more convinced that it
would be in the agency's best interest
to take an active role in helping to inform the show's writers and producers
about NIH.

By Carla Garnett
Striding purposefully down a bustling
city street, a business-man stops suddenly in mid-cell phone conversation
and collapses to the sidewalk. Up
close, his complexion takes on a bluish
tint. Moments later the man is seen in
an isolaLion unit of an emergency room,
an oxygen mask affixed to his face. In
walk several physicians, barking orders
sharply to the hospital's staff and interrogating the patient. Sounds like a
medical mystery NIH researchers solve
on a routine day at the Clinical Center,
right? Perhaps not, but when NBC decided to develop its new prime-time
drama Medical /11vestigatio11, the
show's writers and producers deliberately chose the National Institutes of
Health as the government agency employing its fictional team of physiciandetectives. The story of how- within a
few short months -NI H came not o nly
to welcome the dramn and aid in its development, but also to embrace the
power of Hollywood is something of an
ongoing mini-documentary itself.

NIH Star Rising
The first hints that a show relating to
NTH was in the works came early last
summer when press oflicer Don
Ralbovsky of the NIH Office of Communications and Public Liaison took a
call from television researchers who
wanted to know what kinds of vanity
plates might be dis played on the vehicles of NIH staff. The request was
thought unusual, but was answered
and filed like every other inquiry. Next,
however. promotions for the show began to appear as well as tidbits and ads
in various entertainment media. When
Calvin Jackson, OCPL public affairs
s pecialist, was contacted by NBC publicists working for Medical !11vestigc1-

Attention to Details
"h became very clear that much of the
show's portrayal of N IH staff and activities really more resembled that of CDC."
Stein says. "This made us uneasy. and
we knew that the folks at CDC were not
happy about it either."
In addition, s~vera1 s pecific images
and scenarios needed correction or at
least clarification, if the show was to reflect NTH more accurately.
"There were some things about the pilot that made us squirm," Stein admits,
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recalling the initial episode. "There
was the NTH helicopter that the NIH
team jumped into to fly off to where the
disease outbreak was taking place.
The NIH logo appeared, but it was
upside down. In a hospital scene with
people who might be very contagious,
no one even wore masks.
But on the other hand, we thought
that the TV program made the NIH staff
look a lot cooler than they actually are.
And, at the beginning of the pilot,
words on tJ1e screen read, 'The National Institutes of Health, the nation's
foremost medical research center. has
for the last hundred years been on the
cutting edge of disease prevention. diagnosis and cure.' You can't buy publicity like that."
MutuaJly Ben eficial
Communication s pecialists at the National Cancer Tnstitute had already
seen the wisdom of cooperating with
Tinseltown. says science writer
Michael Miller, NCI projectofficeroverseeing Hollywood. Health and Society
(HH&S). HH&S was launched in 2002
by the University of Southern California and provides the entertainment industry with accurate and timely information for health storylines (see box).
Begun in partnership with the USC
Annenberg School of Communication's
Norman Lear Center. HH&S is funrled
via an interagency agreement between
CDC and- since 2003-NCI. Miller
says the arrangement offers several
communication benefits, including "increased awareness of issues related to
cancer by millions of TV viewers. and a
chance for NCI to proactively correct
misinformation and to advance important health messages."
HH&S invited Jackson, Stein and
CDC representatives to visit L.A. and
gel acquainted with several of the
minds behind the scripts for Medical
l11vestiga1io11. By the date of the meet-
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ing, the show had alrnady filmed seven
or eight episodes, and was doing well
in the ratings for its Friday night time
slot. Before the show created indelible
and potentially misleading images of
the agency, NJH's team wanted the opportunity to give writers and producers an accurate NIH overview and
pitch realistic story ideas about medical research topics.
"The 1>how staff was medically well
informed, serious about their work, interested in what we had to say, and
anxious to get the episodes medically
and scientifically correct," Stein recalls. ''When asked why the show was
about 'NTH' as opposed to CDC, the
producer explained that they wanted to
use NIH because it was a 'blank slate,'
that many people were not fam iliar with
it and most people already knew about
CDC. So, they felt that they could
present it to the public without any
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preconceived notions."
The NIH'ers also offered somce material such as the NLM web site
MedlinePlus and contact lists for information on specific health conditions
and disorders.
''They knew a lot about some of the
separate entities, but didn't realize tl1ey
were all part of NIH," Jackson says.
Within hours of the meeting's end, email
inquiries and phone follow-ups confirmed that Hollywood's avid interest in
NIH-and medical issues and research
topics, in general-is strong and growing stronger. [n fact, Investigation
scorylines have aired in the past few
weeks on anthrax and on infections
stemming from use of spa products, two
concepts within NTAID's expertise.
HH&S also recently requested details
about an NIMH-related plot, NBC's ER
has included segments featuring NCI's
5-a-Day Program and ilie upcoming

ABC-TV program Gray's Anatomy bas
also worked through HH&S to develop
its storylines.
Ln just one indication that the interest
is mutual, NIH added a special link to
its web site for facts about Medictil fovestigation, offering in-depth information about diseases highlighted in the
weekly show and introd ucing real medical investigators at NIH and CDC. Late
last year, the successful show was
picked up for another season-more
than a dozen new occasions for NTH to
be centerstage during prime-time.
"Overall NfH involvement in the entertainment industry is important,"
Stein concludes, "and an expanded
and more proactive role is being considered, one tl1at provides all NIH institutes with the opportunfry to help the
industry get factual scientific information and important health messages to
the pubLic."

Helping Hollywood Get It Right
Although the formal partnership between NCI, CDC and Hollywood, Health and Society (HH&S) is only a few years old,
tl1e results and impact of the relati.onship have already been duly noted - and put under the microscope.
fnformation compiled by HH&S from January 2003 to June 2004, for example, lists nine major and six minor story lines about
cancer - and that's counting only prime-time shows. According to a 200 I Porter Novelli survey, "57 percent of regular TV
drama viewers learned sometlling about a disease or bow to prevent it" from such a show. Add the recipients of the 2004
Sentinel for Health Awards (given to writers/producers by HH&S and judged by dozens of medical and health education
professi.onals; this year's finalists include soap operas such as The Young and the Restless, sitcoms like Grounded fo r qfe
as well as prime-time dramatic series such as Law & Order: SVV and Judging Amy). Then, factor in the more than 30 additional inqufries or consultations HH&S l.ogged between Seprember 2003 and October 2004. Mu.ltipJy that by millions of
viewers and the formula amounts to exponential opportunities for NIH to disseminate health research and disease-prevention messages.
Owing to the public's ever-increasing health consciousness and to the growing popularity of shows featuring medical issues, NIH is vigorously pursuing more ways to help the entertainment industry present tl1e topics realistically and accurately. Recently, NCI held a symposium on HH&S to enlist more NlH'ers in efforts to reach out to Hollywood and to help
identify experts who can speak authoritatively on various top.ics of interest to show executives.
"We've found pretty conclusively that if we have experts to meet with the entertainment community, to visit wit11 the staff
of ER or Medical Investigation , for insrance,.then we have a much better chance of educating them, making sure that tl1ey
get d1e stories right, that what they present in their dramas is accurate, and also get some of the messages that we feel are
importanl incorporated into their shows," said Michael Miller, a science writer in NCl's press office and the NCI project officer overseeing HH&S. NCI he lps fund HH&S through an interagency agreement wi.th the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Please visit http://learcenter.org/html/projects/?cm=hhs for more about HH&S.
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CRC (continued from p. I)
ies including three former NfH directors-Ors. James Wyngaarden ( 19821989), Bernadine Healy ( 1991- 1993) and
Harold Vannus ( 1993-1999). " My
prayer today is that God grant you an
abundance of patience, perseverance
and cures," Hatfield concluded as a
standing ovation erupted, to wbi.ch he
responded with modest blown kisses.
He ld on the vernal equinox, when
there is as much daylight as darkness,
the event looked both to a glorious
past, during which the original Clinical
Center toted up 50 years worth of medical achievements, and to a future that
promises at least as many breakthroughs as the first half-century. said
NIH director Dr. Elias Zerhouni. "This
day marks a new commitment to medical research," he said.
" Every day l get calls and e mails from
patients telling me how the Clinical
Center h as changed their lives," he
said. "We have no greater duty than to
bring tbe benefits of our discoveries to
patients. This hospital is the physical
embodiment of how we will do it."
He acknowledged thar " many times,
the Clinical Center is the hospital of
last resort." But just as the hospital
played a key role in identifying HIVI
AIDS in the past, future breakthroughs
against as-yet unknown ene mies is
sure to occur at tbe CRC, he assured.
He predicted that "new vaccines
against West Nile virus, and AIDS. and
even cancer wi ll be developed here,"
and credited the broad constituency it
takes to make a new hospital a reality.
including builders, designers, scientists and politicians such as Hatfield,
whom he called "the cornerstone" of
the effort to build the C RC. "This
building could not have been here
without your vision and support...you
carried the ball across the goal line," he
said, to loud applause. "This is a
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unique hospital- there's nothing else
like it out there."
As big a day as it was for Hatfield, his
wife Antoinette, the ir four childre n and
numerous grandchi ldren, the dedication was
....
also a mile- , " ..
stone for
CC director
•
Dr.John
Gallin, who
told the audience thaL
he had
'
.
come to the
CCin 1971
Dr. John Gallin
when he
was 28, and the building was only J 8.
" Back then I thought to myself. ' I can' t
imagine a better place to work.' Thirtythree years later, I st ill feel the same way."
Calling the CRC "a terrific home for
clinical research," he reviewed its many
assets, from an interfaith chapel on the
top floor to a K-1 2 school on the first,
but kept the emphasis on its people,
chiefly its patients. "We realize that
our patient victories have been
achieved one patient at a time," he said
before inLToducing several successfully
treated individuals, and the physicians
who cared for them.
He also acknowledged that "clinical
research is serious business. The o utcomes are not always happy." He told
the story of Ernestine " Cie Cie" Smith,
a long-term patient of his who always
presented Gall in with a card on Father's
Day. Though she died suddenly while
on a protocol, "she gave everything
she could to fight her disea-;e," Gallin
said. " She was a true partner in our
mission." Smith 's mother and sister
were on hand to witness the tribute.
Offering powerful confirmation of the
value of cutting-edge clinical research
was Susan Lowell Buller, who came to
NIH with advanced ovarian and breast
cancer. and was given a 20 percent

,
r

...
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chance of living another 2 years; that
was almost a decade ago. "This is the
ultimate hospital," she declared. "This
is the place o f last, best hope... the full
panorama of li fe and death can be seen
at the C linical Center. It really is the
family of man here... it is real life here in
the house of hope."
Butler c laims no less than to have
"had my miracle here-I've lived Lo see
my grandchildren:' She offered th ree
wishes to the CRC on the occasion of
its birth: that NlH funding continue 10
increase; that NIH find ways Lo atlract
and retain
scientists
and staff;
and that
•·we do all
in our
power Lo

assure
that every
American
knows
Susan Lowell Butler
about the
enormous resources available at NIH
sometimes r think NIH is a dangerously
well-kepi secret." She concluded, "This
is a magical place where science and
compassion come together to save our
lives,"and received a standing ovation.
A variety of legislators then paid tribute to both the project and its nan1esake. Rep. C.W. Bill Young (R-FL). chair
of the House appropriations commiuee.
called the C RC "a place where good
enough is not good enough. and a
place where illness and disease will
meet their match.'' He said the C RC is
to beaJth what the Pentagon is to defense. what the New York Stock Exchange is to finance, and wbat the
Capitol is to government. Before excusing himself for a vote back at the
Capitol. he presented Zerhouni with a
flag that had flow n that morning atop
the Capitol Bldg.
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Sen. Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) had
chaired a 1993 committee rhat had
asked the General Accounting Office to
study all
• HATF18LD
federal
laborato,SE~A
,, ..CENTl!R
ries, espe- '" .
..
- I)' H[A\. '. I
cially at
.~
NIH ; a sub~
sequent report underscored the
need to re-

-

..

:~

place an
Sen. Paul Sarbanes (D·MD)
aging Clinical Center. "That recommendation led
to the creation of this center, which to·
gether with the Warren Grant
Magnuson Clinical Center forms the
world's largest clinical research complex," he said.
He lauded Hatfield's "civility, vision,
intell igence and the way he preferred
reasoned discourse to invective.. .!
served with him for 20 years and it was
a joy to work with him. Mark Hatfield
brought a dignity, indeed a nobility to
our politics. He set a very high standard of public service. Mark," he said,
turning to Hatfield, "we'll do our very
best to measure up to your example."
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-LA) documented a
series of medical "firsts" that occurred
in the original Clinical Center, owing
largely to the proximity of the lab
bench to the patient population, and
anticipated many more such breakthroughs. He said he wi ll never forget
a line from the speech Harfield made
when he retired from the Senate: '1n
the future, we have to understand that
the threat will no longer be 'the Russians are coming, the Russians are
coming.' It will be 'the viruses are coming, the viruses are coming."'
Hatfield said the occasion ranked
right up there with his wedding day
and the births of his four children, all of
whom were on hand.

''When I look at the CRC, I see the
human mosaic it embodies," he began.
" I see craftsmen, advocates, scientists,
researchers, mentors, patients and their
loving families ... What a priviJege and a
blessing to be part of this company of
friends." But he didn't linger long on
sentiment. He cited the need for
progress against top killers stroke,
heart attack and cancer, then added to
their ranks SARS, monkeypox, West
Nile virus, Lyme disease. "The enemy
is constantly changing its face," he
warned. "There is always a need and a
benefit for more research." He quoted
his old friend Mary Lasker, "If you
think research is expensive, try disease."
Hatfield called especially for more attention to the 6,000 rare or " orphan"
diseases affecting some 25 million
Americans, but whose sufferers have
not yet
organized
advocacy
groups or
gained research
funding.
He asked
that the
windfall of
new
Sen. Tom Harkin (D·IA)
know Iedge from the Human Genome Project
be directed towards cures "for the common diseases that fill up our hospitals
and clinics today." The major initiative
on genes, environment and health
could be to diabetes, heart disease,
cancer and asthma what the
Framingham Heart Study has been to
cardiac disease, he argued. "Our research tools are about to become much
more powerful," he asserted. "With
this facility, we have created a new
community of hope."
The morning's final speaker, HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson, said he can't
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walk into
• HATFIELD
an NIH
;SEAR.
,ENTER
building
TITUlE
, EAL T ~
without
"I
feeling "rejuvenated,
---e nthused,
and impressed,"
and pre.... .... J 1 . d itJJh'\ ill J.
Former HHS Sec. Thompson
dicted
great accomplishments for the entire world as a
result of the new hospital. Leavening
the stress of e lection-year politicking,
he joked, " Isn' t it nice to be in a place
where Democrats and Republkans say
nice things to one another?" then went
on to say the nicest things about NrH's
leadership and employees, even asking
all NIH'ers on hand to rise and be recognized. Thompson also read greetings from President George Bush and
First Lady Laura Bush, who said the
CRC "will bring hope and healing to
many," and that those who serve there
"represent the best of our nation."
The 95-minute ceremony concluded
with a ceremonial ribbon-cutting, and
the unveiling of both a commemorative
plaque and inscri ption honoring
Hatfield. Attendees then enjoyed a reception in the lobby and employees
were free to roam the buiJding on selfguided tours.
To see a videocast of the dedication,
visit www.videocast.nih.gov.
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New Hospital Shows Offlts Flexibility
When is a building a cathedral, a barracks, a jazz club, a movie theater. a restaurant and an auditorium, aJJ on the
same day? Perhaps hinting at its muchtouted flexibil ity, the new Mark 0.
Hatfield Clinical Research Center
adapted itself easily to all of these
functions during the dedication held
Sept. 22, 2004.
NIH'ers who watched the ceremony
o n video were probably certain that the
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broadcast originated from some kind of
auditorium. like Masur or Natcher.
That's how easily the first-floor atrium
can be converted into a sort of main
hall- just add scads of folding chairs
and a stage.
Even though the atrium rises 9 stories
(two stories above the seventh, and
lop, tloor), the sound in the space was
clear, and guests enjoyed nor only reverberation-free speeches. but also the
musical selections of both the U.S. Marine Band Brass Quintet and the Walt
Whitman High School Jazz Ensemble.
The Marine Band-"The President's
Own"- played a medley of each armed
service's theme song as a color guard
stood by; that brought to mind the barracks idea. As guests arri ved in the
cavernous space before the ceremony,
a special movie about the CRC was
screened, including interviews with
NLH doctors and patients. That gave
the room a movie-hall feel. The invocation by Dr. 0. Ray Fitzgerald, and the
passionate testimony of former patient
Susan Lowell Butler could have issued
from the pulpit of a great cathedral.
And when guests dispersed to enjoy
the extensi ve buffet tables, the room
could have been one of the showcase
downtown restaurants. Not a bad debut for a hospital expected to contort
itself to the public health needs of the
next half century, and beyond.

Hatfield Plaque Inscription
Mark Odom Hatfield
United States Senator 1967-1997
His compassion for the citizens of the
United States and devotion to
improving their quaUty of life have
been central to hi s belief that a nation
is only as strong as the health and
education of its people.
His legislative skills and influence
have enhanced the resources of
these institutes. building a foundation for their con tinued success.

UPDATE

At the CRC dedication, Or. Elias Zerhouni (second from r) joins predecessors (from I) Or.
Harold Varmus, Or. Bernadine Healy and Or. James Wyngaarden.

CRC Courtyard Honors Florence Mahoney
ft may have been cold outdoors, but there was a warm feeling inside the Atrium at
the Clinical Research Center as friends of Florence S. Mahoney and officials from
NlH came together
recently to dedicate the
hospital's East Courtyard
in her honor.
I t was a day to remember
Mahoney's lifelong interest in health and science,
her dedication to N IH and
her role in persuading Congress to i ncrease federal
funding for medical research.
Taking part in the ceremony were NIH director
Dr. Elias Zerhouni. Dr. Richard Hodes, director of
NIH director Or. Elias Zerhouni welcomes guests to the
the National Institute on
dedication of the Florence S. Mahoney Courtyard. An
Aging, Dan Perry, execu- artist's drawing of a bust of Mahoney is at left.
tive director of the A ll iance for Aging Research, and Dr. Robert Butler, founding dire~tor of NlA and curren tly president of the International Longevity Center. Along
w ith personal memories of a charming and determined woman, Mahoney was portrayed as an effective advocate of NTH whose crowning achievement was her almost single-handed campaign to create the NIA. She continued her interest and invol vement until her death in 2002 at age I 03.
A commemorative plaque has been placed in Lhe Florence S. Mahoney Courtyard
a~d the honoree's friends and family have commissioned artist Perry Carsley to design a bust of Mahoney that will eventually be placed in the garden.
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Cardiologist Elizabeth Nabel Named NHLBI Director
she said. "The institute has a long and
Dr. Elizabeth C. Nabel has been named
distinguished record in suppon of redirector of the National Hean, Lung,
search on hean, lung, blood and sleep
and Blood Institute. Previously sciendiseases. As we look to the future,
tific director of clinical research in the
there are unprecedented opportunities
NHLBI intramural program, she began
to advance our underher appointment Feb. l.
standing of these disNabel will oversee an aneases and to improve
nual budget of almost $3
upon the care and
bitlion and a staff of aptreatment of the milproximately 850employees.
lions of people affected
As a cardiologist and inby them. The NHLBT
ternationally renowned rewill strive to address
searcher, Dr. Nabel brings a
these challenges
wellrounded scientific backthrough a research
ground and strong manageagenda that builds
ment skills to this position,"
said NIH director Dr. Elias
Dr. Elizabeth C. Nabel
upon innovation, creativity and the most adZerhouni, who announced
the appointment. "She bas championed
vanced biomedical technologies."
A native of Minneapolis, Nabel rethe concept from ' bench to bedside.'
ceived her medical education at Cornell
This effort to bring research advances
University Medical College before
into clinical practice continues to be a
moving to Brigham and Women's Hosfocus of the NHLBT and of NIH."
pital and Harvard University where she
Nabel is a board-certified cardiologist
completed an internship and residency
who has taken care of many patients
in internal medicine and a clinical and
with cardiovascular disease. She
research fellowship in cardiovascular
joined NHLBI in 1999asscienti ticdirecmedicine. She joined the faculty at the
lor of clinical research. Among her acUniversity of Michigan in 1987 as an
complishments in that role, she initiated
assistant professor of medicine and
a cardiothoracic surgery branch. She
rose through the ranks, becoming dialso began a program to investigate gerector of the Cardiovascular Research
netic variation among patients with
Center in 1992, professor of internal
vascular diseases. Nabel has also
medicine and physiology in 1994, and
served as chief of the vascular biology
director of the division of cardiology in
section, directing research on the mo1997. While at Michigan, she became
lecular, cellular and genetic mechanisms
known for her research in the field of
that cause vascu lar disorders. Her lab,
vascular biology and molecular cardiolwhich has publ ished more than 200 paogy and for her gene transfer studies
pers, has studied factors involved in
of the cardiovascular system.
the regulation of vascular smooth
Nabel has earned numerous awards
muscle cell growth and vascu lar inflamincluding the Distinguished Achievemation. This research has opened up
ment Award from the American Heart
new avenues for therapeutic targets for
Association and the Amgen-Scientific
vascular diseases. Nabel will maintain
Achievement Award from the American
her lab, which will be housed at NHGRI
Society for Biochemistry and Molecular
beginning in October.
Biology. She is an editorial board mem"I am honored to lead the NHLB I,"
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ber of the New England Journal of
Medicine and has been a reviewing
editor for Science and an editorial
board member of the Journal of Clinical l11vesriga1io11 .
Nabel has served on the board of directors of the American Heart Association and has served as chair of the scientific publishing committee and the
atherosclerosis, thrombosis, and vascular biology council. She is a past
president of the North American Vascular Biology Organization and councilor
of the American Society of Clinical Investigation.
Since Dr. Claude Lenfanr's retirement
in 2003, NHLB I has been led by acting
director Dr. Barbara Alving. She wi ll return to her posilion as deputy director,
a job she has held since 200 I.

R&W Discounts for
NIH Alums
NIH Alumni are eligible for NIH
Recreation & Welfare Association
discounts on travel, especially to
California, Florida, Pennsylvania;
insurance; home goods; clothes;
flowers; car purchases and rentals;
movie and theater tickets; R& W
store goods; and more.
Most alums are lifetime members
of R&W and already have cards,
but for others it costs only $7 a
year lo be a "preferred member," a
cost made up quickly through discounts.
For more information, go to the
R&W web site at www.recgov.org
or call R&Wat 301-496-606 I. Visit
the R& W next time you are al NIH.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
NLM Artist Designs New Nickel
Joe Fitzgernld, NLM's chief of graphics, has made a piece of an that wi!J touch everybody in America. His award-winning design for the new nickel, recently unveiled at the
U.S. Mint Bldg. in Washington, D.C., shows a tight close-up of Thomas Jefferson's prolile and "Liberty" in Jefferson's own script. There's never been another coin like it.
"I honestly thought it had no chance of winning, because it doesn't show the whole
head," says Fitzgerald. ''But if you see just the face, you get more of a feel for the person, his intellect. People will take it out of their pockets and say, 'Wl10 is this? What
have they done to my money?"'
What they've done is create the first completely redesigned nickel since 1938, and
now Fitzgerald is tJ1e 25th person in the history of the Republic to execute a design for
the ti·ont of' a circtdating coin. At the Mint on Sept. 16, 2004, Fitzgerald, along with mint
sculptor and engraver Don Everhart, received his award. ''The people at the Mint were
great," says Fitzgerald. "I've never had so much fun in any paid activity."
Not to diss his day job.
"l'veenjoyed my 23
years at NIH, where 1
work with some of the
most wonderful people in
the world. This job has
provided me with a tremendous amount of experience." Still, a good artist
knows when to stop, and
Fitzgerald will retire after Joe Fitzgerald poses between reproductions of the two faces of
his award-winnin!l design for the new nickel.
33 years of government
service in May2005.
A graduate of the University of Maryland and a fifth generation Washingtonian,
Fitzgerald always knew he wanted to be an artist. lntluences are Degas, Monet, Turner,
Rembmndt and Van Gogh.
Fitzgernld himself paints portraits and landscapes in lush and subtle pastels.
Happily, on his last week of employment, he' ll have a retrospective at tJ1e Foxhall Gallery in Washington. Afterwards he plans to paint and to travel with his wife, Jean
Fitzgerald. a photographer and artist.
"1 start witll an abstract idea in my head and then I try to gel my artwork to match.'' he
says. "A11ists see tllings in different ways because if you see them the same way ac; all
the others. you're not committing art." And in his office, rut is everywhere. His basement space in the Lister Hill Center emanates light and color from framed posters of his
one-man shows, prints, sculptures, a jack-in-the-box and snapshots of his treasured
pug, Fabio. Collectors of his paintings ru·e diverse, including Judge Robert Rork. 1he
U.S. Embassy in Turkey, and the Hyatt Hotels.
But the new nickel is art with a difference. The drawing of Jefterson is just one side of
the coin. On tlle back is the tree-lined view of the ocean ac; seen by Lewis and Clark
witJ1 tlle accompanying text, "Ocean in view! 0 the joy!"
And seeing his designs on actual U.S. nickels in 2005 will be a s1jning sight for
Fitzgerald "because people will collect coins. pass them on to their children and store
them in banks and vaulLc;. These litt.le sculptures will lac;t for thousands of years.'·
Look for the initials "JF''on the new nickel.
-adapted from article by Bell Warin,r:
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Maestro Makes Music
in Masur Auditorium
On Nov. 17, 2004, Maestro Leon
Fleisher, one of the world's most renowned classical pianists and threetime Grammy nominee. showed his appreciation to NIH for giving him an innovative treatment that has allowed
him to play the piano again by performing selections from his new CD
Tivo Hands, before a standing-room
only crowd of NIH staff, guests and
patients in Masur Auditorium.
More than 40 years ago. at the
height of his career, he lost the use of
his right hand to dystonia, the third
most common neurological movement
disorder after Parkinson·s disease.
During that rime he turned to teaching,
conducting and playing a one-handed

Maestro Leon Fleisher

repertoire. The frequently misdiagnosed disorder severely impeded his
performance of everyday rnsks.
About I0 years ago, physicians at
NlH were able to diagnose tl1e problem as a focal dyMonia and started him
on a therapy Lhat helped to reverse the
condition. Fleisher regained his ability because of the treatments. and
thanked key NIH staff at this event on
the NIH campus. His performance
gave hope to other patiems at the CC
who attended the performance.
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Jan Weymouth is executive director of the Edmond J. Safra Family Lodge at NIH. It is situated
near the intersection of Old Georgetown Rd. and Center Dr., adjacent to the Mary Woodard
Lasker Center, and is just a short walk to the NIH Clinical Center. Finishing touches are in
progress and ii will open soon. The lodge, a major project of the Foundation for the NIH, is
the culmination of a dream that CC employees have worked toward for 10 years. For update
on the Safra Family Lodge visit: www .cc.nih.gov/ccc/family/lodge.html

A new book, Mind, Brain, Body and
Behavior seeks to fill the historical void of
information about NIMH and NINDB in the
1950s and to
shed light on
groundbreaking
discoveries in
the field of
neuroscience.
Editor-in-Chief
and former
Sletten Fellow,
Dr. Ingrid
Farreras opens
with accounts of
intramural programs of both institutes and
then offers essays by twelve prominent
scientists who worked there. The book is
the result of a symposium organized by
Farreras and the Office of NIH History in the
spring of 2003 in which former NIH
scientists returned to campus to share their
recollections, and is available at the FAES
Bookstore in Bldg. 10.

International Alumni Associations Abroad
Dr. Ke nnet11 Bridbord, director of the Division of Lnternational Training and Research, at the Fogarty Incernational Center (FTC)
announced that five pi lot alumni associations were started in foreign nations in 2004. These associations-in Brazil, China, lndia, Mexico, and Sout11 Africa- were launched by FIC and the NlEHS "to help overcome isolation on the return home for developing country scientists after training in the U.S.," Bridbord explained." Another five or more are planned in 2005.
The associations will also provide a forum for sharing of expertise and knowledge. Each association involves an FlC grantee
and a nodal agency in the foreign country. Web pages are being set up, and former FIC and NIH intramural trainees are being
identified. "Some other naLions have offered to co-sponsor alumni associations in
How many names can you link to important "firsts" in NIH history?
I. lda Bengtson
a. fi rst federal scientist to win a Nobel prize
Cenu·al and Eastern Europe,
2 Philip Chen
b. first to demonstrate that pellagra was a dietary-deficiency disease
and in Thailand," said
3. Alice Evans
c. first Asian American on the senior NIH staff
Bridbord. He made his report
4. Joseph Goldberger d. first director of "Laboratory of Hygiene"
at the PIC Advisory Board
5. David Johnson
e. first NIH winner of a Lasker award
meeting on Feb. 8. 2005. T he
f. first female N rH member of the National Academy of Sciences
6. Joseph Ki.nyoun
NJH AA has offered to send
g. first African American senfor scientist and laboratory chief
7. Ruth Kirschsrein
bulk shipments o f newsletters
h. first to demonstrate relation of brucellosis to unpasteurized milk
8. E lizabeth Neufeld
and other materials to these
9. Marshall Nirenberg i. first female professional on staff of Hygienic Laboratory
new associations.
j. first female director of an institute
10. Joseph E. Smadel
a ·or o ·6f ·8 f ·LP ·9 a ·~ q ·fr i1 -CJ ·l ! ·r :s113A\SNV

Take the NIH History Quiz
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lowered their risk by about 25 percent when
1rcated with a high-dose formulation of
antioxidant vitamins and zinc ...
Tom Goehl, editor-in-chief of E11viron111e111al Health Perspectives, was honored
recently at the annual American Chemical
Society meeting in Philadelphia. He
received the Howard Fawcett Award for
Outstanding Contributions to Chemical
Health and Safety. Goehl served as science
editor of EHP from 1994 until 200 I, when
he look over as chief of the NIEHS journal
... Dr. David S. Goldstein, chief of the
NINOS clinical neurocardiology section. has
received the 2004 Distinguished Clinical
Teacher's Award for his outstanding
qualities as a clinical teacher. mentor and
researcher. He is the lirst Distinguished
Clinical Teacher's Award recipient from
NINDS's Division of Intramural Research
Dr. Susan Gottesman of the Center for
Cancer Research's Laboratory of Molecular
Biology is the first recipient of the newly
created Alan Rabson Award for NCI
Intramural Cancer Research. The award was
initiated in recognition of Rabson's
dedication and emhusiasm for NCI and its
in1ramural program during this 50th year of
his service to the institute. She presented
the lirs1 Rabson Award Lecture at NCl's
Combined Intramural Retreat on Jan. 12-13.
2005 ... Dr. Ronald McKay, chief of the
NINOS Laboratory of Molecular Biology.
recently received the 2004 Ernst Schering
Prize for his groundbreaking scientific
accomplishments in stem cell research and
for expanding the understnnding of cell
development, especially the development of
nerve cells and other bmin cells. In his
current work. he is looking for ways to
make cell differentiation in the Pe£ri dish a
routine procedure and to produce large
amounts of specific human cell types that
cun be used for further clinical studies ... Dr.
Karin Nelson, acting chicr or the NINDS
Ncuroepidcmiology Branch. received the
2004 Bernard Sachs Lectureship Award last
Oct. 15. The award was given for her work
in pediatric neurology that has recently
centered on analytic epidemiology and
biomarkers in cerebral palsy :md autism ...
Dr. Michael Polter was honored on July
30, 2004, with a symposium celebrating his
50 years at NIH. The Lubor<1tory of
Genetics in NCI 's Center for Cancer
Research held the symposium honoring him
with speakers discussing his many
contributions in the development of B cell
immunology ... Dr. Anitu Robcrl'>, principal

U P D A T E

investigator and chief of the Laboratory of
Cell Regulation and Curcinogenesis has won
the Excellence in Science Award from
FASEB for 2005. This award recognizes
outslllnding achievement by women in
biological sciences whose research has
contributed significantly to further
understanding of 11 panicular discipline. She
also was awarded the Leopold Griffuel
Prize from the French Association for
Cancer Research ... Dr. Bert Shapiro, chief
of the CelJ Biology Branch in the NTGMS
Division of Cell Biology and Biophysics,
received an inaugural award from the M.DJ
Ph.D. Directors Association. Shapiro. who
has administered the institute's Medical
Scientist Training Progr.un for the past 12
years. was recognized for his ''diligent.
persistent and exemplary efforts to improve
the training of tomorrow's physiciansciemists" ... Dr. Stephen Straus, director
of NCCAM has received from the Society
for Integrative Oncology an award for
pioneering work in complementary cancer
trcatmenLc;. TI1e society is a new
multidisciplinary organiwtion dedicated to
the study and applic<ition of complemenlary therapies for cancer patients ... Dr.
Rocky Tuan, chief of the N!AMS Cartilage
Biology and Orthopedics Branch. recently
received the Marshall Urist Award from the
Orthopaedic Research Society. He received
the award at t11e society's annual conference
for his cutting-edge work in the area of
tissue regeneration.

Retirements
John J . Barone, after 40 years of federal
service. lastly with NCI. retired on Dec. 31
from his position as administrntive officer in
the Office of the Director. He was a key
administrator in providing support and an
amicable work environment. He intends to
continue his long-established amiques
business and also consult for investors.
collectors. and museums and plans to get
involved in the legislative affairs of
Frederick County ... Carolyn Bealle
recently retired from NEI after 28 years of
federal service. 23 with NEI. For the past
8 years she worked in the Information
Technology Management Branch and was
part of the group's innovation te<un.
Although Bealle will return to NEI for parttimc contract work. she will also work in
real estate and securities investing. She is
also working with her son to renovate her
homes in Silver Spring and Ocean Pines.
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She plans to garden and spend time with her
four grandchildren ... Theodora ''Teddy"
Devereux has retired after 33 years at
NIEHS. where she was encouraged to
develop her own projects. Among her career
highlights: the isolation of clara cells in the
lung. Her lab identified a likely candidate
gene for mouse lung-cancer susceptibility on
chromosome 18 and collaborated with many
other labs at NIEHS and worked closely
with the National Toxicology Program.
validating results for 2-year liver bioassays.
She has mentored more than 50 students and
postdocs. a number of whom returned to
NIEHS recently for a mini-symposium in
her honor. She doesn't plan to let retirement
keep her away from the institute. but won"t
spend as much time at work finishing three
manuscripts for publication ... .Burdette
''Bud" Erickson, who was program director
with NCl's Epidemiology and Genetics
Research Program. DCPC, retired last fall
after 32 ye<1rs of service. He is known for
his work on NIH- and NCI-wide information
technology issues related to management of
research grants ... .Joan Lee of NEI has
retired after 34 years of service to the
institute. She was sccrcu1ry to Dr. Carl
Kupfer. former NEI director and appointed
to the EEO office in 1981, where she
remained until her retirement. She plans to
spend time with family. including six
grandchildren. She is a sports enthusiast and
enjoys traveling and also plans to continue
her community outreach and mentoring ...
Marvena Horwitz, Nl NDS deputy
executive officer, recently retired with nearly
30 years of federal service. 15 with NIH. 5ln with NCNDS. Joining NIH in 1989 as
chief of the Recruitment and Employee
Benefits Branch. she held various supervisory and managerial positions in the Office
of Human Resource Management. Oflice of
the Director. In 1996, she was named
deputy director of human resources. She
joined NINOS in 1999 as deputy executive
officer. In retirement she plans to travel and
volunteer. She is also considering taking tap
dance lessons, joining a Spanish book club.
learning to bake bread and learning to read
from the Tomh (book of Jewish law) ...
Sally Wilherding has retired after 42 years
of federal service. She began her career at
Walter Reed Army Hospital before moving
to the Pentagon. She arrived at NIH in 1966.
when she worked for the DBS. Two years
later she joined the information office at the
(then) NIDR as a secretary. She subsequently served as an editorial assistant and
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in 1982 assumed the job of information
specialist. Retirement pla11s include
spending more time with her family, fi shing
and travel-a trip to Austria is already bei11g
planned ... Joyce Bunter Woodford bas
retired from NIAID after 15 years. Her
career at NlH was strongly related to her
personal commitment to minolity health
issues that was influenced by her father,
who worked in an .NlH intramural lab. She
worked at NI AID in the Office of Research
on Minority and Women's Health ill the
Office of Special Populations and Research
Training. She has been involved in various
mentoring programs. especially the Asofsh.) '
Scholars in Research program and middle
school science fairs and career fairs in local
schools.

Deaths
Dr. Samuel Abramson, an NIH science
administrator (1956-1962. and 1982-1 985),
died Sept. 4 at his home in Bethesda of
pneumonia. He was at NIH ( 1956-1962)
and worked as a health science administrator
in DRG. He was the executive secretary to
several research grant study sections and
fellowship review groups. He worked in
the Public Health Service lnternationa.I
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program
for health research training in the United
States and also administered NIH's visiting
scientist program. He left NIH and returned
in 1982 and developed a revised public
health policy for the care and use of
laboratory anima.l s ... Ruth G. Adler, 83. a
pioneering investment broker at A.G.
Edwards and Sons and one of the first
certified financial planners in the area, died
of cancer Nov. 15 at Holy Cross Hospital in
Silver Spring. She was the wife of 62 years
of Alexander Adler, founding editor of the
NIH Record and a longtime N[HAA board
and committee member ... Dr. Cosimo
Ajimone-Marsan, 86, a fonner chief of
clinical neurosciences at NlH ( l 954-1979).
died of a heart attack Aug. 31 in a hospital
in Biella. Italy. He had graduated from the
Liceo Classico Quinrino Sella in BieUa in
1936 and went to medical school in Ttaly
and then after the war came to Montreal
Neurological Institute and then to NIH. At
NIH, he was chief of the branch of
electroencephalography and clinical
neurophysiology. Jn 1979, he left NIH for
the University of Miami where he also
became dire.ctor of the electroencephalography lab at Jackson Memorial Hospital
in Miami. He retired in 1997 ... Dr. Julius
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Axelrod, 92. a Nobel laureate and NIMH
researcher since 1955, died in bis sleep Dec.
29 at bis home {please see p. 28 for more
details) ... Dr. John P. Bader. 73, who was
a cancer and AIDS researcber died on Jan.
27 at bis home in Rockvile. He came to
NIH in 1962 as a staff fellow at NCI. Early
in his career. Bader made two major
discoveries that have proved instrumental in
research on cancer and AIDS. His work on
the synthesis of DNA led to the discovery
of the rerrovirus. which is the class of T-cell
viruses in HTV and a form of leukemia. He
also identified the enzyme reverse transcriptase, an enzyme that allows genetic
material from a retrovirus to become
embedded in the genome of an infected cell.
Bader was chief of the Antiviral Evaluations
Branch at NCI when he retired in 1998. He
was an avid fan of the game of soccer, and
was a highly successful soccer coach of
youth and club soccer. His teams competed
successfully in state and national tournaments. Bader enjoyed, camping, music,
cooking. bridge. poker. and golf. He is
survived by his wife, Dr. Artrice Valentine
Bader an NTHAA board member and
committee chair ... Dr. Stanley Barban, 83,
an N1}I microbiologist and administrator
( 1953-1988), d.ied Dec. 26 after a stroke at
the Hebrew Home of Greater Washington in
Rockville. Barban joined NIH in 1953 and
worked at NJAID on tissue-cu.lture
techniques in connection with his studies of
the metabolism of tumor-producing viruses.
In 1978 he moved to NIH's Office of
Recombi.nant DNA Activities where he was
involved in writing guidelilles regulating
research using DNA. After retiring in 1988.
he was active in a program to get elementary
school srudenLS interested in science ... Dr.
Charles H. Barrows, 80, an NIH gerontologist ( 1953-1988), died of stomach
cancer. Jan. 2 at Rest Haven, his home in
Baltimore County. After receiving a
doctorate in biochemistry from Johns
Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public
Health in 1953. he began working at the
Gerontology Research Center, which had
been established by NIH at the old
Baltimore City Hospital. His research
focused on the study of aging and his
landmark studies added significantly to
knowledge about aging in connection with
biological changes produced in animals by
dietary re.strictions ... Barbara Beall, 35, a
social worker who was in the Social Work
Department in the Clinical Center, died at
her home of breast cancer on Aug. 8. Jn
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1993, she completed her student placement
and worked first for NIAID and later for
NCI in pediacric oncology. She was to begin
work at the NIH Family Lodge in 2005.
She was diagnosed with breast cancer in
July 2003 and worked until July 29. 2004 ...
Edwin Ernest Beile, 82. who worked at
NIH ( 1964-1994) in the Biomedical
Engineering Branch, died Jan. 26. Head of
the Plastics Unit in the instrument section
of BEIB. he used his knowledge of plastics
and their properties to help develop tbe
membrane oxygenator now used world wide
to bypass the Jungs after chest trauma. He
was active in the R&W ski club and
arranged for trips for members ... Charlotte
Shaull Blevins, 87. a cancer researcher at
NCI ( l967-l 98 I). died Jan. 5 of a heart
attack at Cedar Creek Associates. a
retirement community in Silver Spring. She
had gone back to University of Maryland to
study microbiology after raising her family
and worked at NCI in viral leukemia and
lymphoma research. After retiring she was
an artist and craftsperson who also enjoyed
gardening and music ... Madelon D. Buller,
54, a contracting technician at NCI. (20002003) died Sept. 15 of breast cancer at her
home in Olney. Her job at NCJ included
contracts management ... Cheryl Drown
Crowley, 53, a clinical social worker who
specialized in treating adolescents and
famiJies, especially in the treaunent of
eating disorders, died Sept. 29 at her home
in Chevy Chase. She worked at NIH (19771979) in the Social Work Department at the
Clinical Center .... Stephen Bradford
Crowley, Jr., 77, died Dec. 15 of cancer in
Orlando, Fla. He was a computer specialist
at NLM (196 1-1886) ... Dr. Frank M.
DeFillippes, 72. a virologist at NIH ( 19582000), died Oct. 7 of a stroke that occurred
while he was in a Rockville doctor's office.
He developed one of the First methods for
purifying a restriction enzyme and in 1982,
published a widely cited paper on a
physical map of vaccinia, the live vi.rus used
in the smallpox vaccine. During the 1990's,
he did research on aphidicolin. an antibiotic
used for controUing excessive cell proliferation in cancer and pso1iasis. He focused on
the effect of aphidicolin on vaccinia. For
many years, he taught biophysics at FAES's
graduate school .... Lois Eaton, who worked
at NlAJD ( 1982-2003) in various capacities
lastly in the contract management program,
died Nov. I0 of breast cancer. Outside of
work, she was very active in Business and
Professional Women of Montgomery
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County ... Dr. S. Paul Ehrlich, 72, who was
acting Surgeon General under President~
Nixon. Ford and Carter. died of pneumonia
Jan. 6 at Bethesda Memorial Hospital in
Boynton Beach. Fla. He had multiple
sclerosis. He once remarked that his bigges1
accomplishmcn1 was just "keeping the office
open" during his 1enure ( 1973-1977). He
worked for lhe PHS for 25 years and was a
strong supporter of PHS Commissioned
Corps. At age 38, he was one of youngest
people to achieve 11ag rank in PHS uniformed services. He was acLive in the Pun
American Health Organization. part of the
World Health Organizmion. and taught :11
various schools of public health. He retired
in 1981 after he was diagnosed with MS ...
Richard Clark Har ris on, 65. an Osage
Indian and an expert on alcohol abuse among
Native Americans who worked a1 NIDA
died of pneumonia Jan. 19 at Suburbun
Hospital. He hnd been an alcoholic. who
sometimes wns homeless. and unable to
work. but through the help of a friend nnd
AA he ovcrc:1me his illness and became
director of an Albuq uerque-based Indian
youth alcoholism program funded by
NIAAA. He was hired for his experience
and his Native American perspective and
eventually joined the office of extramural
progmm review at NlAJD. In 1987. he
became chief of the Contract~ Review
Branch. Office of Extramural Affairs. NIDA
where he acl minis1ered the review acti vi ty
for the institute's contract progmm. He was
active on a number of NLL-! committees and
volunteer organi1.ations and clubs. Recentl y
he participated in the opening cere monies at
the National Museum of the American
Indian ... Angela Marie Hughes, 75. a
preschool teacher and bank employee who
also worked at NIH. died Jan. 31 m
Suburban Hospital of complications from
diabetes. For I0 years ( 1986- 1996). she did
clerical and administmtive work at NIH in
Nursing Services for Art hritis and Metabolic
Diseases ... Malhew Huxley, &4. an
epidemiologist at NIM H ( I960's- 1983).
died orcardiac shock Feb I0 in Reading. Pa.
His interests covered many lields and he
was an author, educator and m11hropologist
who wa~ interested in universal health care.
nu rsing and mental standards of care and
what b acceptable drug treatment ...
Dr. Daniel Carlyle Ihde, 6 1. former NCI
deputy director. died Dec. 9 in Rio Rancho.
N.M. after a long neurological illness. His
career at NCI spanned 2 1 years from 1973
to 1994. During that time he served as
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director of the Division of Hematology and
Oncology at the Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences. editor-inchief of the Jounwl ofthe National Ctmcer
/11stit111e. and NCI deputy director ( 199 1199-l ). From 1994 to 1997. he was chief of
oncology at the Washington University
School of Medicine in St. Louis. and he
concluded h.is career at the H. Lee Moffiu
Cancer Center in Tampa. Flu. He authored
or co-authored more than I 00 articles and
book chapters. He made seminal observations about lung cancer and its treatment.
and was the fi rst to report on the role of
drug combinations for the treatme nt of both
small-cell and non-small-cell cancer as early
as 1976 ... Dr. WeUs Goodrich. 80. a
psychoanalyst who worked at NIMH
( 1952- 1965). died Nov. 29 of Parkinson's
disease at Jefferson Memorial Mospital in
Charles Town. W. Vu. After he left NIMH,
he rnught at several medical school and from
1978- 1994, he taught psychiatry at
Georgetown University Medical Center. He

international effort against emerging and reemerging infectious diseases. including
biodefense-related acLivities. and has been
recognized internationally for his leadership.
Jn the words of NIA ID director Dr.
Anthony Fauci. "Personally he was a dear
friend and one of the Ii nest people I have
ever known. Professionally. in an NIH
career spanning nearly 30 years, his
leadership and commitment to improving
globnl health were remarkable. His
generosity. wit, even-handedness and
kindness made him a friend 10 all who knew
him. He will be sorely missed." ...
Dr. Albert Lock, 67. a toxicologist at NIH.
died Nov. I of colon cancer at Casey
Hospice in Rockville. After working at
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Edgewood. on
environmental hawrds and the environmental impact of chemicals used by the military.
Lock came to NIH in 1989 and until the
time of his death he worked in the Division
of Occ11pa1ional Health and Safety at NIH.
He investigated illnesses caused by

was also director of c hild :ind ado lescem

c hemical. physical ond bio logical ugo.:nts und

research at Chestnut Lodge Hospital in
RocJ..-ville ( 1978-1 990) and maintained a
private clinical practice ... Or. Charles
Vincent Kidd, 90. an economist and science
policy expen. died Sept. 12. of Parkinson's
disease at Maplewood Park Place in
Bethesda. From 1949 10 1964. he was chief
of the Office of Research Planni ng at NIH,
as well as associate director for the Office of
International Planning. After he left NIH.
Kidd worked at tl1e White House and he left
government service in 1968 and taught at
George Wa5hington University. He retired
from there in 1980 and served on various
comminees and worked as a consultant to
public and private organizations ... Sister
Marie Therese Kipp, 96, a nun with the
Sisters of the Visitation order. died Feb. I of
a heart ailment at her order's monastery in
Washington. tn the late I 920's. she moved
to the order's former monastery in
Bethesda. . ·'tJ1e Cloisters," which was sold
and made pan of NIH in 1982 ... Or. J ohn
R. LaMontai,rne, 6 1. deputy director of
NlAID since 1998 and at the institute since
1976. died unexpectedly on Nov. 2. He
collapsed while waiting in a passport line
afler arri ving in the Mexico Cily International Airport and died of a pulmonary
infarction edema. A native of Mexico City.
Mexico. La Montagne was ;1 worldrcnowned scientist and an inl1uential leader
in the field of infectious diseases. He made
signilicant contributions to the national and

published fact sheets on hazardous
chemicals. Over the years. Lock bas
volunteered his service for many causes. In
Washington. he volunteered for Disaster
Medical Assistance Team- I and responded
to many other calls including the medical
effort at the World Trade Center following
911 1/01 ... Lela nd 8 . May, 93. an NIH
budget oflicial ( 1958-1965), died of
complications from Parkinson's disease Feb.
4 at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda ...
J eanne E. Mercier, 85, a nu rse who
worked at NCI ( 1954- 1959). died Dec. 23 of
aplastic anemia at Casey House hospice in
Rockville. During World War £1. she was
one of the first volunteers with the U.S.
Cadet Nurse Corps. which was organized to
train nurses for service ... Linda i\lcCleaf,
an NIH staff member for more than 15 years
and longtime mainstay in the NIH director's
immediate ufficc, died Nov. 17 after a long
struggle with breast cancer. She had retired
in July after a federal career of more than 35
years. She served three NIH directors---Dr.
Bernadine Healy. Dr. Harold Yarmus and Dr.
Elias Zerhouni--and Dr. Ruth Kirschstein
during her two tenures a~ acLing director.
For most of that period she was the
director's scheduler and personal assistant ...
Catherine Wilson Noble, 87. a secretary
at NIH (1960's- 1972), who typed 100
words a minute on an elec1ric typewriter.
died Oct. 3 1. 2004, of vascular disease at
Holy Cross Hospital in Silver Spring ...
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Dr. J ohn Lawrence Oncley, a professor at
Harvard Medical school (1939- 1960). died
July 14. 2004. in Hyannis. Mass. ln 1954.
he was appointed to the biophysic study
section of NIH ... Or. Thomas Plaut, a
clinical psychologist at NlM H ( 1967-1995)
who had worked on a early study of
alcoholism. died of renal failure Aug. 20 at
his home in Princeton Junction, N.J. He
joined NIMH as assistant chief of the
National Center for Prevention and Control
of Alcoholism and was NlMJ-1 deputy
director ( 1974-1979). He later worked in
administrative positions handling research.
prevention. tr.tining. and service programs at
the institute. After leaving NIMH. he
taught at Johns Hopkins University and
conducted a private practice .... Jaqueline
Porter, of NIDA died at her home on last
Oct. 20 after a long battle against cancer.
She had been special assistant to the
director of NIDA's Office of Extramural
Affairs for many years ... Dr. Matilda
White Riley, 93, a renowned sociologist
and pioneer in the study or aging and
society. died on Nov. 14 at her home in
Brunswick, Maine. At the age of 68. she
embarked on a 20-year term at NIA when
she was hired to set up and direct NLA'l>
Social and Behavioral Research Program.
She served NIA as associate director for
behavior.ii and social research ( 1979-1991 ),
senior social scientist ( 199 1-1 997) and
scientist emeritus ( 1998-2004). She
challenged scientists, policy makers and
students 10 think of aging as a sociological
und psychological as well as a biological
1>rocess. She argued that the realities of
aging were far more positive than the
prevailing stereotypes. Under her guidance.
NIA's program became one of the largest
supponers of behavioral and social science
research at NIH. She often said. "People
don't grow up and grow old in labor.110ries-thcy grow up and grow old in
changing societies" ... Richard Robert
Rocha, ,Jr., 65. who worked at NIH ( 19691975) as a human resources classilication
specialist in the Office of Administration,
CC, Division of Personnel Management
Operntions. died of congestive hean failure
Oct. 8 at his home in Bowie ... Dr. G.
Nicholas Rogentine, J r., 67. died May 24.
2004 in Bethesda. He had a rare variant of
ALS. From 1964 10 1978. he did research
on bone marrow transplantation. first as a
clinical associate and then as a senior
investigmor in NCl's Immunology Branch.
From 1978 through 2002, he was on the
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staff of Kaiser Pem1anente in Bethesda and
retired from there as chief or internal
medicine and associate medical director. He
was a talented musician and potter ...
Ronald Bums Ross, 87. a grants ad ministrator at N1H (1955-1977), died Feb. 24 of
congestive hean fai lure at Somerford Place.
a retirement facility in Frederick. Traine-d
as a chemist he came to NIH in 1955 and
when he retired he was an administrator
with Division of Research Facilities and
Resources where he evaluated grants for
programs and facilities ... Geraldine
Redden Shaw. 83. a secretary who worked
at NTH ( 1972-1 986). died Oct. 28 at her
home in Cabin John of injuries after a fall ...
Deane Mur ray Sherman, 89. wife of Dr.
John F. Sherman. fonner deputy director of
NIH and lomnime HAA board member.
officer. and ;ommittce chair. died Feb. 14 of
cancer at their home in Rockville. She was a
longtime volunteer and advocate who
helped Montgomery Count y schools adopt
foreign language study f'or elementary
middle-school sllldents. She also was very
involved in music and arts not only locally.
but internationally ... Justin H. Smith, 74,
a mechanical engineer with the Oflice of
Research Facilities· Division or Propeny
Managemem died on Sept. 14 of congestive
hean failure at Beebe Medical Center in
Lewes. Del. He began a long career at NIH
in 1962 and retired in 1987 for heahh
reasons. During this tenure. he was chief of
the heating, ventil:1Ling and nir conditioning
section with the Division of Engineering
Service: he developed unique engineering
designs 10 improve ai r fl ow in clean rooms
and containment suites. In 1990, NIH
asked him to return 10 work as a consultant
because of his extensive knowledge of NIH
facilities (he had worked on vinually all the
buildings on campus) He was hired to
assist with the CC infrastructure renewal
program and retired for the second time in
May 2004 ... Dr. Bernard Stalland, 62. a
physician who was also a lawyer, died Oct.
19 of brain cancer at Montgomery Hospice
in RockvilJe. Early in his career, Statland
who was an academi~. author and di rector
for the FDA. was a fellow at NIH in 1972
in the depanment of clinical pathology at
che CC ... Betty Switkcs, 78. a senior
fitness advocate who worked as an assistant
to the director of NIA ( 1977-1981 ). died
Aug. 3 at Himalayan Elder Care, an assisted
living facility in Silver Spring. She had
dementia. She developed a series of exercise
programs for the elderly that could be done
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while sitting. She vigorously and enthusiastically promoted her videos in print and
media and wrote several books on the topic
... Dr. Randall L. Thompson, 98, who
worked at NIH in the early 1960's and
spent 7 years in Southeast Asia as a medical
affairs representative of the federal
government. died Oct. 10 in Asheville. N.C.
He came Lo NIH in 196 1 as a medical officer
and worked on n program i.n tumor virus
chemotherapy with NCI. He joined NIAID
in 1963 ns a special assistant to the
institute 's associate director for collaborative research. In 1964. he joined the Office
of International Research (the precursor of
the FIC) and served in New Delhi and
Tokyo. He retired in 1972 and moved to
Asheville. where he was acti ve in the
Unitari:111 Universalist Church ... Elaine
Johnson Twillman, 74. a former management analyst in the Office of Management
Asscssmen1 (formerl y the Division of
Management Policy), Office of the Director.
died of a hemt attack Nov. 18 at her home in
Silver Spring. She received numerous
special service awards during her tenure at
NIH and she retired in 1994. Her specialty
was organiwtional change ... Dr. Louis
Wienckowski. who was an NlMH
researcher and administrator ( 1956-1983).
died of renal failure Aug. 2 at Shady Grove
Advemist Hospiwl in Rockville. In hi!. last
job at NIMH. he was in charge of funding
outside research that tJ1e institute sponsored
... Dr. Leo A. Whitehair, 75. a veterinarian
and former direccor of ComparJti ve
Medicine. NCRR. died of cancer on Nov. 2.
He came 10 NIH in 1967 under a Grants
Associate Progr:im and retired in 1999...
Clare Wilson White, 83. a reti red NIH
administrator. died Nov. 13 at Suburban
Hospital from cardiova cular disea e. He
worked at NIH in 1954 and retired in 1977
havi ng held a variety of positions in
financial and grants management ... Winoln
Kay Zegowitz, 92. who was a volunteer at
NIM for 21 years. died Nov. 27 of respiratory fai lure at her home in Leisure World in
Silver Spring.

Mary Calley Hanman made a
contribution to NIHAA in memory of
Deane Sherman and
Harriet Greenwald made a
contribution in memory of
Deane Sherman and Ruth Adler.
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Nobel Laureate, Neuroscientist Axelrod Mourned
Nobel laureate Dr. Julius Axelrod, an NIH veteran o.fover 50 years, died in his sleep Dec. 29, 2004. He is probably best known
for his work on brain chemistry in the early I 960's that led to modern-day trnatments for depression and anxiety disorders. lo
1970, he shared the Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine for discovering how brain cells communicate with each other.
Axelrod, known to his coJJeagues as "Julie," came to NIH in 1949 to the then National Heart Institute (now NHLBD. In 1954,
before moving to NIMH to begin a new career in neuroscience, he returned to school to complete his Ph.D. in pharmacology: he
needed the credential in order to open his own lab where he continued to work for over 40 years. In 1996, NIH awarded him the
title scientist emeritus.
Axelrod's Nobel Prize-winning research explained how neurotransmitters operate in the brain, forever altering the design of
modern anridepressant drugs. His work laid the foundation for the treatment of anxiety and depression. He coined the phrase
"re-uptake" inhibitors, referTing to t11e "re-uptake" mechanism in brain cells that regulates the level of neurotransmitters available, influencing how neurons communicate. This revolutionary understanding of t11e brain's chemistry led to the modem generation of antidepressant med ications- selective serotoni n reuptake inhibitors (SSRls).
For tlle entire obiniary by Jennifer Loukissas in the Jan. 18, 2005, issue of the NIH Record please see htrp://www/nih/gov/
nih/record.

Remarks by Dr. Bemhard Witkop, NIH lnstit11te Scholar Emeritus,
011 Friday, Dec. 30, 2004
Farewell to a Friend

al the memorial for Julius Axelrod in Rockville

Dear Julie:
So long as we live, you roo shall live, fo r you are now a part of us, as we remember you. Jn our long friendship,
more them half a century. you often were my literary guide, when you opened the treasury of your memories:
" When to the session of sweet silent thoughts I sumnron up Remembrance of Things Past... "
And these remembrances came up in the three-hour NIH television inte1view of Nov. 25 in 2003 (http://
history.nib.gov/imerviews/AxelrodOJ .htmJ when you unfo lded your Long laborious rise f rom struggling scion of an
immigrant f amily to recipient of the Nobel prize in 1970.
In 1950 we both received the invitation of James Augustine Shannon ( 1904-1994) to join the newly f ounded National Heart Institute. you from the Goldwater Memo rial Hospital on We(fare Island, New York, I from the small
Harl'(1rd mino rity. The initial group in Building 3 contained more than a dozen scientists later to be elected to membership in the National Academy of Sciences and almost ha~f a doz.en to become recipients of the Nobel prize.
You, dear Julie, j oined the 'Applied Statistics Club, ' a euphemism f or the weekly poker games where Shannon
poured out 'Irish Mist' with the eomment: "The Irish never missed! '
Later you acted as one of the 'godfathers' to perpetume Shannon 's great merits by helping to christen Bldg. 1, the
Central Nervous System of NIH.
The James Augustine Shannon Building as it happened, was named after hi111 after a lengthy Congre.ssional appro11cil on Janua1y 18, 1983, This was the first and last time that an NIH building was named after a scientist and
not a member of Congress.
When I reran the 3-hour video tape of our rece/lf i111e111iew, aided by Marshall Nirenberg, Nobel Laureate 1968. I
was nwved again by your modes~v. imegriry and wisdom which in our frequent meetings peaked in the wish:
God Give me the strength to accept what cannot be altered, the courage to cliter things that can be remedied and
the sight to rel/ one from o.ther.
You liked the quatrain which I had translated from Carossa '.~ original Gernum:
''The nte and meaning of someone
We know them only when he's gone
We don 't perceive the silent melodies of god. but when they cease we tremble and are overawed. ··
The Romans expressed the consoling thought: "Those whom we believe to have lost, preceded us! ''
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In accordance with the bylaws of the NJRAA, alumni members of the association are to elect one-tbird of the board of U1e association. Tbe nominating committee, appointed by President J. Paul Van Nevel, has nominated the alumnj members listed below, each of whom bas agreed to serve on ilie board of directors if elected , to occupy positions on the board left open by expiring terms of office of present members. Each NIHAA member may vote for four (4) of these nominees. Please note that associate members (current NIH employees) are not eligible to vote in this election.

NOMINEES FOR 2005-2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Please vote for fou r (4) nominees nd return your ballot to the NIHAA office by May 9.

Nominees

Last Nm Affiliation

D Dr. Constance Atwell

NINDS ( 1978-2004), Director of the Division of Extramural Research

D Mr. Steven J. Berkowitz

NIH (1981-2004), assistant Director for CFO
and Cenn·al Services Operations in OD

D Dr. William Branche, Jr.* CSR Scientific Review Administrator ( L979-2001)
D Mr. Charles Leasure, Jr.

NIH (1965-2004) NIH Deputy Director for Management

D Ms. Caro.Line McNeil

NCI Office of Cancer Communications (1992-2003); acting Branch Chief,
Mass Media Branch (2000-2003)

D Dr. Janet Newburgh

NIH (1980-2004), associate Director; Division of Receipt and Referral, CSR

D Mr. Levon Parker

NIH (1961-2004), Minority aad Special Concerns Program Officer and
Director of the Summer Program, NINDS

D Dr. William Sansalone

NIH ( 197 L-1996), Director, Program Planning, NIAMS

D Dr. Melvin Spann

NLM, (1976-1999), associate Director in Specialized lnfonnation Services

D Dr. Nathan Watzman

DRG (now CSR), ( L968- l 969, 1981 -1 993), Section Chief,
Clinical Services Review Section

*CURRENT BOARD MEMBER WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A SECOND TERM
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Spring 1955

New official names were recently
given Lo all NIH roadways to help visitors and the postal service locate buildings on the reservation. As a general
principle, all roads were given names
based either on their function or geographical location on the NTH site plan.
The original entrance road to NIH was
designated Wilson Drive, in honor of
the Wilson Family who gave tracts of
land on which NIH was built. The road
running from the original research
buildings to the Clinical Center is called
Memorial Road. since it services the
Memorial Laboratory (Bldg. 7), which
was named in honorof 27 PHS workers
who have died in the line of duty.

Spring 1965
According to a recent report the most
common accidents at NIH are ordinary
slips and fal ls. Nll-1 personnel took 200
tumbles and spills during 1964 ... Medical and health-related research will account for seven cents for each dollar
the federal govern111c..:11l will pruvid~ for
research and development in FY 1965,
according to a recent Public Health Services publication.... Mary J. Craigo is
the first woman architect to join t11e
Division of Research Facilities and
Resources Slaff ... The NIH Animal
Center, Poolesville, Md .. oflicially
opened on May 27 with 2 days of orientation for NfH employees. area residents and press after completion of the
first of three phases of an $ 18 million
construction program.

Spring 1975
On Mar. 14 the National Institute of
Neurological Diseases and Stroke
(N INOS) was renamed the National Institute of Neurological and Communicative Disorders and Stroke (NINCDS).
In 1988. ir went back to NINOS with the
establishment ofNJOCD ... Dr. Frank J.
Rauscher. Jr.. NCI director, announced
the establishment of the Division of
Cancer Control and Rchabi litation with
Dr. Diane J. Fink named director ... The
Ad Hoc Committee met to discuss
plans for the first NIH Alumni Reunion
to be held oo campus, Apr. 19-20, 1975.
Fonner NIH researchers from many
parts of the world are expected to attend the meeting ... In April 1975 publication of the National Advisory Eye
Council's report. Vision Research Program Planning was the first comprehensive of major needs and opportunities in vision re earch in the United
States ... In June 1975, the Adult Development and Aging Branch and the Gerontology Research Center were transferred from NICHD to the new Institute
on Aging

Spring 1985

Nobel Prize laureate Dr. Julius Axelrod
of NlMH is the first NTH scientist 10 be
honored on a Swedish Postal stamp. He
shares the honor with two other scientist, Prof. Ulf von Euler of Sweden and
Sir Bernard Katz or England. In 1970.
the three men were awarded the Nobel
Prize in Medicine or Physiology for t11eir
independent research into the chemistry
of nerve transmission.

TheNIH Record
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Spring 1995

Three Nathan Shock Centers or Excellence in Basic Biology of Aging were
established to further the srudy or the
basic processes of aging. Dr. Nathan
Shock wac; a pioneer in gerontological
research at NIH ( 1941- 1976) and retired
as scientific director of NIA. He was
the catalyst in building the NIA Gerontology Research Center from a small
two man research unit in 194 l to a modern facility and the new centers were
named in his honor.

Greeting the President in the lobby of Masur Auditorium are (from I) Dr. Michael
Gottesman, NIH deputy director for intramural research; Dr. John I. Gallin, CC director; Dr.
Andrew von Eschenbach, NCI director; Dr. Elias Zerhouni , NIH director; and Maryland Gov.
Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., when he spoke at the CC on Jan 26 about health care alternatives.
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