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WHAT IS AN HIV VACCINE?

A pn..vemive HIV vaccine is a subsrancc [hat [caches the body's
immune system to recognize and protccc icsclfagainsr HIV. the
virus that causes /\IDS. HIV vaccines currently being tested in
humans arc made from man-m:1de m:uerials that CANNOT
cause HIV infcccion.

Scientists believe that an elkctive HIV vaccine, given bdore exposure

to HIV, could have a number o fpossibk ouccomes. -I'hese include:

« Prevcming infection in most people

« Preventing infection in some people

« Preparing a person's imlllunc system to block conrinued
infection and eliminate the virus (vaccines against measles,
mumps and polio work chis way)

« Delaying or preveming tht' onset ofillness or AIDS

Thc long-term goal is @ develop a vaccine that is 100 percent dlt.-ctive
and protects everyone from infection. However, even ifa vaccine only
prot 'CtS some people, it could still have a I1lajor illlpact on controlling
the epidemic. A panially dketiv<: vaccine could decrease the number
ofpeople who ge[ infl.cled with HIV; those people, in turn. would nor
pass the virus on 10 otllcrs. Even when an HIV vaccine is developed,
educ:uion and other prevention dfons will b<: necded so that people

continue  pmcricc safe behaviors.

HISTORY OF VACCINES

Th<: value o fvaccines was recognized approximately 200 )Cars
ago, beginning with a vaccine againsc smallpox. The smallpox
vaccine saved millions oflives, and its success helped people
understand ch:u imroducing a vaccine imo the body can actually

trigger a protective immune rl.:sponsc. and prevem disease.

Today, there: arc numerous safo and effective vaccines. Vaccines
have becn used successfully against many life rhreatcning
discases, including measles, and polio in most o f [he world.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN
VACCINE RESEARCH

By raising awareness and encouraging study p:1nicipation,
individuals and communities can contribute to the successful
dcvdopmen( of HIV vaccines. Although 1lns o f thousands o f
people have already volumel:rcd c take pan in HIV vaccine
srudies, many more will be needed. A large HIV vaccine trial
will rl.:quire thousands more panicipams o fall racc/elhnicilies,
genders and socioeconomic backgrounds to ensure lhat the

vaccine works in all popubcions.

Therefore, community support is essential in efforts to break
down stigma and myths about HIV vaccine research.
Developing an dkctive HIV vaccine depends upon individuals

and communities informing, educating and supporcing odll.rs.

HOW TO HELP

o Ixc others know you support HIV vaccine research

« Educate others about rhc need for an HIV vaccine

.« Support vaccine trial volunteers and/or vohm[ -cr yourself

The National Instinnc ofAllergy and Inlcccious Diseas<:s
(NTAiD), ar rhc N:uional InsciuHes of Health (NIH), supports
a comprdlensive program of HIV vaccin<: research.

for more information
about HIV wccincs, please visit:
www.niaid.nih.gov/daids/vaccine
rc.nih.gov
www.hvtn.org
.aidsinfo.nih.gov
or call 1-800-448-0440.

Para informacién en cspaliol sobrc
las viicunas contra el VJH, !lame al:
1-800-448-0440.
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